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PROCLAIM THE WONDERS GOD HAS DONE 

ELS Centennial Anniversary 

Founders’ Day | October 14, 2018 

Today the Evangelical Lutheran Synod observes the centennial of its reorganization. Although 

the synod was reorganized in June 1918, the date of October 14 bears special significance because 

of its importance to the Norwegian Synod. 

 
The Norwegian Synod was organized in 1853. Six years later, the synod’s first joint undertaking 

was the establishment of a professorship for the training of pastors. The position officially began 

on October 14. This date became known as “Founders’ Day” and had such importance to the 

Norwegian Synod that it became the dedication date of many buildings for congregations and 

synodical institutions. 

 
In 1918, the synod was reorganized as the Evangelical Lutheran Synod to “continue in the old 

doctrine and practice.” Since then, the synod has observed the dual anniversaries of 1853 and 

1918. For many years after the synod’s reorganization, the mid-October date continued to be 

observed as a public declaration that the ELS is the rightful successor to the teachings of the 

Norwegian Synod which held to the two fundamental principles of the Reformation: that the 

Bible is the inspired Word of God and that salvation is received by grace alone. 

 
During this centennial year, the ELS follows this tradition by observing “Founders’ Day” as a 

special opportunity to thank and praise God for one hundred years of His wonders and 

blessings. He has richly and daily provided for us. He has purchased and won us from all sin 

through His Son. He has sanctified and kept us in the one true faith. May grateful hearts 

overflow with thanks and praise.  

 
From U.V. Koren . . . to Bjug Harstad . . . to today, we continue to Proclaim the Wonders God Has 

Done. 
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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

VISIT 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is streamed live in 

the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

WORSHIP 

 Our goal is everlasting life with God, but this world has many other attractions. In the Old 

Testament reading, the prophet Amos told the Israelites that injustice, oppression, and 

materialism will prevent them from reaching everlasting life. The Gospel reading likewise reveals 

that idolizing and clinging to the things of this world stop us from getting to the next. It presents 

the story of a rich young man who valued the things of this life more than God. That is the same 

danger we face! The Epistle reading gives the solution: “fix your thoughts on Jesus,” who was 

always fully faithful to his Father and has given us his status as a free gift. 
 
ENCOURAGE—10/14 AT 9:30 AM 

- ELS Founders’ Day celebration 

- new member reception 

- social hour 

 

STUDY, 10/21 at 9:30 AM 

- The Ten Commandments (Pastor Ekhoff) 

- Torah Crash Course (Pastor Ferkenstad) 

- Parents, Teens, and Money Matters (Mr. Joseph Lang, Thrivent) 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE LUTHERAN CHORALE 
The Lutheran chorale service began during the Reformation era and took root in those churches where proclaiming the 

true doctrine of Scripture was of utmost importance.  The songs and liturgy in the service proclaim Law & Gospel, tell 

of our salvation & Christ’s victory over death, and they convey the truth of Scripture & are a confession of our faith. 

OPENING HYMN      "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" | #160 v. 1-4 

  

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE HYMN                             "God's Word Is Our Great Heritage" | #583 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

ALL:  Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Word 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 5:6-7,10-15 

Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire; it will devour, 

and Bethel will have no one to quench it.  You who turn justice into bitterness and cast 

righteousness to the ground.  You trample on the poor and force him to give you grain. 

Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have 

planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine.  For I know how many are your offenses 

and how great your sins. You oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive the poor of 

justice in the courts.  Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such times, for the times are evil. 

Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as 

you say he is.  Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God 

Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  "The Wise Man Built His House/My Hope is Built" | Kindergarten (8:15 AM) 



5 

 

 

HYMN                                  "Praise to Thee and Adoration" | #596 (10:45 AM) 

 

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 3:1-6 

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the 

apostle and high priest whom we confess.  He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as 

Moses was faithful in all God’s house.  Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, 

just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.  For every house is built by 

someone, but God is the builder of everything.  Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s 

house, testifying to what would be said in the future.  But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s 

house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 

 

RESPONSE HYMN                                      "Built on the Rock" | #211 v. 3 & 5 

 

GOSPEL READING Mark 10:17-27 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 

teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  “Why do you call me good?” Jesus 

answered. “No one is good—except God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, 

do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your 

father and mother.’”  “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  Jesus 

looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  At this the man’s 

face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  Jesus looked around and said to his 

disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  The disciples were amazed 

at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God.”  The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”  

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 

possible with God.” 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to judge the 

living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 

Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.  Amen.  
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THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

THE SERMON HYMN     "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" | #160 v. 5-8 

 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
SERMON Psalm 90 

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling-place 

throughout all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born 

or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3 You turn men back to dust, 

saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight 

are like a day that has just gone by, 

or like a watch in the night. 
5 You sweep men away in the sleep of death; 

they are like the new grass of the morning— 
6 though in the morning it springs up new, 

by evening it is dry and withered.  

7 We are consumed by your anger 

and terrified by your indignation. 
8 You have set our iniquities before you, 

our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
9 All our days pass away under your wrath; 

we finish our years with a moan. 
10 The length of our days is seventy years— 

or eighty, if we have the strength; 

yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, 

for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

11 Who knows the power of your anger? 

For your wrath is as great as the fear that is due to you. 
12 Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

13 Relent, O Lord! How long will it be? 
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Have compassion on your servants. 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 

for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
16 May your deeds be shown to your servants, 

your splendor to their children. 

17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; 

establish the work of our hands for us— 

yes, establish the work of our hands. 

OFFERING 
The offering is given by the members of King of Grace as a fruit of faith to thank God for how He provides for our 

earthly needs daily and richly.  If you are visiting us today, please do not feel compelled to participate. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Gathered in the name of Jesus and assured of His promised presence, let us call on our 

heavenly Father for ourselves, for our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the world, 

and for all people. 

P:    Heavenly Father, thank you for always taking care of us, and for working everything for our 

good. Please help us to believe this, and rest secure in your divine wisdom and providence. 

C:    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:    Keep your whole church rigorous in the struggle against sin. Help us to submit to Christ our 

King, rather than to our old sinful flesh and the false beliefs of the world. 

C:   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:   We pray for all who seek your kingdom of grace, dear Father. Reveal it to them, and bring    

them into it. Help all to see that true spiritual wealth can only be found in you and your 

eternal blessings for us in Christ. 

C:   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:   Grant wisdom and truth to all who rule our country that they may serve faithfully to promote   

all that is good and right and to prevent and punish evil. 

C:   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:    Bless our Sunday school, Christian day school, Bible study groups and other gatherings of 

our people. Keep us always hearing and learning from your word in the Bible and may we 

encourage one another in our faith by gathering together. 
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C:   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:   Heavenly Father, because of your great love you work for our good in all things. In mercy   

listen to our prayers, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give ☩ you peace. 

C: Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  

 

CLOSING HYMN      "Ye Lands, to the Lord" | #56 

 

 

ENCOURAGE 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

UPCOMING KING OF GRACE GALA ON OCTOBER 27  
This year's King of Grace Gala will be on Saturday, October 27, from 5:30 - 9:00 PM with the 

theme of "Sweaters & Cider."  For tickets, please go to bit.ly/koggala. Please contact Heather 

Olmanson at olmansonheather@gmail.com to donate or with questions. 

 

SERVE 
 

GIRL PIONEERS TO COLLECT HATS AND MITTENS 
This fall the Girl Pioneers will be collecting new or gently used hats and mittens for the non-

profit, Hats and Mittens.  Hats and Mittens is a Minnesota charity that collects and distributes 

hats and mittens to needy children and young adults in our metro area and greater Minnesota so 
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these children can play warmly at school or home during the winter months.  Since its beginning 

in 1996, Hats and Mittens has collected and given away more than 600,000 sets of mittens and 

hats to needy youth.  Their goal for this winter is to collect and give out 40,000 of these items.  

You can find out more on their website, hatsandmittens.org.  This fall as you are sorting out 

what your children no longer use, or are buying new winter wear for your family, please 

consider buying some additional items or donating what you no longer use to Hats and 

Mittens.  The Girl Pioneers will have a collection box for your donations located by the Pioneers 

bulletin board near the church kitchen entrance.  Thank you for your support!  
 

NEWS 
 

SEND US YOUR PHOTO! 

Members who did not have an opportunity to have their photos taken at church are invited to 

email a photo to the following email address for inclusion in the upcoming KOG pictorial 

directory: membership@kog-els.org.  Please strive for: high resolution JPG file formats only; 

headshots - up close; and dark or black backgrounds. 

 
KOG PIONEERS TO SELL WREATHS AND OTHER CHRISTMAS DECORATING ITEMS 
Through Nov. 6, our KOG Girl and Boy Pioneers will be selling wreaths, garland, and other 

holiday decorating items for their annual fundraiser.  While KOG generously funds the majority 

of our Pioneers expenses through our youth board, the wreath sale fundraiser helps us purchase 

equipment and pay for extra activities for our Pioneers while still keeping our program 

affordable for our families.  Past wreath sales profits have allowed us to purchase a wide variety 

of camping equipment, sewing machines, tools, pine car equipment, field trips, and craft and 

activity supplies.  Holiday items will be available to order between services on the Sundays in 

October (Oct.14, 21, 28), and Nov. 4 at the table outside the Fellowship Hall or from any Girl or 

Boy Pioneer during the sale period.  Items will be available for pick up the week of Thanksgiving: 

Tues., Nov. 20, from 12:30-1:30 PM and 6:30-8:00 PM & Wed., Nov. 21, from 6:00-6:30 PM 

Sunday, Nov. 25, from 9:30-10:45 AM   

The Pioneers sincerely appreciates our congregation’s support!!  Thank you!! 

 

ITALY TOUR MAY 12-23, 2019 

Travel with fellow Christians on a study tour to Italy during May 12-23, 2019. For a brochure 

with all the information, go to www.blcstudytour.com. For immediate questions about the tour, 

email Pastor Ferkenstad at aferkenstad@kog-els.org. 

 

 

http://hatsandmittens.org/
mailto:membership@kog-els.org
http://www.blcstudytour.com/
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WEST LUTHERAN FALL FEST 

Join us for the fourth annual Fall Fest on Oct. 27 from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  There will be a corn-

hole tournament, bouncy house, face painting, flag football and other fun games.  Bring your best 

chili or hot dish recipe to the table and compete to win a grand prize of $150!  A themed table is 

encouraged but not required. All serving supplies will be provided.  If you are going to 

participate, please send me an email with your name and phone number along with the number 

of outlets needed.  We would like to get a list of all of our dishes and themes to promote ahead of 

time!  Please contact ngomke@westlutheran.net with any questions.  

 

PROCLAIM THE WONDERS GOD HAS DONE: 1918–2018 

As we gather today, on Founders’ Day, we Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done. It is by God’s 

grace that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod has survived to this centennial year. We tell the 

history not to laud ourselves but to praise the Triune God who has sustained us. It is the Lord 

God who has washed us with water. It is the Savior Jesus Christ who prepares a table of bread 

and wine. It is the Holy Spirit who has preserved us to this day. May He strengthen us to 

continue to Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done.  

 

Welcome New Members! 

 
Jeremy & Katie Hoflock Abigail & Travis Mord 

7333 Gallagher Dr., Apt. 340 14709 W Burnsville Pkwy 

Edina, MN 55435 Burnsville, MN 55306 

(Jeremy) 507-829-7928 605-237-6230 

(Katie) 763-656-9367 travigail.mord@gmail.com 

katie.hoflock@yahoo.com 

 

Ryan Rasmussen Daniel Russow 

5125 Porter Ave #103 (Evy & Thea) 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 3524 Georgia Ave N 

763-227-2730 Crystal, MN 55427 

rotor22@gmail.com 763-923-4650 

 danielprussow@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ngomke@westlutheran.net
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  381 worshiped on Sunday and 26 worshiped on Monday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154  Average Needed Year to Date: $242,310 

Received Last Week:  $17,948                                                                 Received Year to Date: $214,134 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS   

Altar flowers are placed in the sanctuary today by John and Erin Woodington in celebration of 

their wedding anniversary and Autumn’s baptismal anniversary. 

 

 

CALENDAR   October 14– October 21 
 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Worship Service 

 9:30 AM ELS Founders’ Day Celebration/New Member Reception 

 10:45 AM Worship Service 

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship Service  

TUESDAY 9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 PM Jesus Cares 

 6:30 PM Pioneers 

 7:00 PM Board of Youth 

WEDNESDAY  8:30 AM Chapel Service 

THURSDAY 7:00 PM Senior Choir 

SATURDAY 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Communion Service 

 9:30 AM Bible Study/Sunday School 

 10:45 AM Communion Service 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher…..................Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad  | Liturgist ................................... Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Special Music……... Kindergarten (8:15 AM) | Director ............................................... Carol Robison 

Organist………………...……..Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................................ Jenny Merseth 
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SERVING IN SUPPORT   

Counters Today .................................................... Gina Thomforde, Collin Bredeson, Emily Bredeson 

Counters Next Sunday ................................................................................. Gerry Reason, Lon Rogness 

Usher Captains Today ................................................................................ Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

Usher Captains Next Sunday ..........................................................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Video Team Today  .............................................................................................................. Jason Luxford 

Video Team Next Sunday  ................................................................................................... Gerry Reason 

Coffee Clean Up Today ..................................................................................................... Board of Youth 

Coffee Set Up Next Sunday ......................................................................................... King’s Daughters 

Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday ..................................................................... Administration Committee 

October Altar Guild……...……………………………………………..Linda Browning, Arlene Fuller 

 

 
The synod’s Centennial Committee announced the anniversary logo to be used for two 

significant anniversaries: The year 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation. The year 2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the reorganization of our Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod. At the center of the logo—which has been designed by Bethany Lutheran 

College professor Andrew Overn—is the Lime Creek church building located near Lake Mills, 

Iowa. It was here that the synod was reorganized in 1918 to continue in God’s word and Luther’s 

doctrine pure. To the left is a hammer and two nails, reminding us of the day when Martin 

Luther posted the “Ninety-Five Theses.” To the right is the symbol of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod, the “Chi Rho.” This symbol is made from the first two letters of “Christ” in the Greek 

language and emphasizes the importance of keeping Jesus at the center of our teachings. The 

dates at the top of the logo are the quincentennial anniversary dates of 1517–2017 for the 

Reformation. The dates at the bottom of the logo are the centennial anniversary dates of 1918–

2018 for the ELS. The banner across the logo bears the anniversary theme, “Proclaim the Wonders 

God Has Done”, from a hymn of Martin Luther. During these anniversary years, we wish to look 

back both at what God has done and also to proclaim His name, His deeds, and His salvation to a 

new generation and to a generation yet to be born. 


