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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

VISIT 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you experience 

any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing assistance system 

available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is streamed live in the Fireside 

Room down the hall. 

 

WORSHIP 

On the Fourth Sunday in Advent we wait with Mary for the coming of her Son, the Christ, 

conceived in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 In the Old Testament reading, the prophet announced the place of the Messiah’s birth 

and described him as a Shepherd who came to bring us peace. 
 In the New Testament reading, Christ said he came to do the Father’s will—he described 

himself as the Lamb who came to bring us forgiveness. 
 In the Gospel reading, Jesus came to do great things for his people, most of all to bring us 

to faith. 
 

ENCOURAGE TODAY, 12/23, AT 9:30 AM 
      - coffee, donuts, and friendship 

      - no Bible studies 

 

ENCOURAGE NEXT WEEK, 12/30, AT 9:30 AM 
      - coffee, hot cocoa, Phyllis Thomforde’s famous Swedish Toast, and friendship 

      - no Bible studies 

 

 

 

MATINS          Hymnary Page 109 

The word Matins means “of the morning.”  It is an ancient service of prayer which was traditionally 

conducted at the break of day.  In Matins, we hear God’s Word read and proclaimed and then respond with 

prayers for blessing, protection, and guidance as we begin a new day and a new week.   

THE CONFESSION OF SINS    Page 109 

 

OPENING HYMN “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord” | #47 
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THE VERSICLES Page 109 

The versicles (or ‘small verses’) are short responsive sentences from God’s Word which are said and sung 

by the pastor and the congregation.   

 

THE INVITATORY AND VENITE EXULTEMUS   Page 110  

Venite Exultemus means “Come Let us Worship” in Latin.  This is Psalm 95 set to a musical tune and has 

been sung to glorify and praise God for over 2,500 years. 

 

THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Micah 5:2-5 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.  

Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the 

rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 

strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live 

securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their peace.” 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “O Holy Night” 

 

GOSPEL READING  Luke 1:39-55 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered 

Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 

in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so favored, 

that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of your greeting reached 

my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed is she who has believed that what the 

Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”  And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From 

now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

holy is his name.  His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He 

has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has 

filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant 

Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to 

our fathers.” 
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THE RESPONSORY Page 112 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” | #125 

 

SERMON           Hebrews 10:5-10 

 

“Holiness through Sacrifice” 
 

HEREFORE, WHEN CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD, HE SAID: “SACRIFICE AND 

offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin 

offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the 

scroll— I have come to do your will, O God.’”  First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt 

offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the 

law required them to be made).  Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.  He sets 

aside the first to establish the second.  And by that will, we have been made holy through the 

sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

 

SERMON HYMN “Not All the Blood of Beasts” | #305

OFFERTORY  “Silent Night” 

 

OFFERING 

The offering is given by the members of King of Grace as a fruit of faith to thank God for how He provides 

for our earthly needs daily and richly.  If you are visiting us today, please do not feel compelled to 

participate. 

 

PRAYERS, BEGINNING WITH THE KYRIE Page 116 

Kyrie Eleison means “Lord, have mercy.”  It is a cry from God’s people asking that our Triune God look on 

us in mercy, and that He would help us in our needs and troubles.   

 

 

 

T 
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BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  Page 119 

Benedicamus means, “Let us bless.”  It calls on the congregation to give thanks to God and has its origins 

in the Psalms (41:13, 72:18) as well as in 1 Corinthians 15:57, “But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The Benediction is a blessing on God’s people.  

 

CLOSING HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” | #90 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher….......................Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist .................................... Rev. Erwin Ekhoff 

Guitarist…....................................Andrew Stavig | Soloist ...................................... Heather Olmanson 

Organist…………..…………………………………………………………………..……..Karen Merseth  

 

SERVING IN SUPPORT   

Counters Today ........................................................................................................ Ken & Carol Johnson 

Counters Monday ....................................................................... Ann Werner, Jeff & Julia Ripley (5:00) 

Counters Monday ........................................................ Cindy & John Costello, Leah Wandersee (8:00) 

Counters Tuesday ...................................................................................... Tim Bechtold, Kim Studanski 

Counters Next Sunday ......................................................... Jennifer & Brian Pederson, Claire Joubert 

Usher Captains Today ......................................................................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Usher Captains Monday .......................................... John Vomhof, Sr. (5:00), John Woodington (8:00) 

Usher Captain Tuesday ...................................................................................................... Tom Studanski 

Usher Captains Next Sunday .............................................................. Steve Kopacek, Curtis Merchant 

Video Team Today  ............................................................................................................... Gerry Reason 

Video Team Monday  .............................................. Katherine Guillaume (5:00), Jason Luxford (8:00) 

Video Team Tuesday  ............................................................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

Video Team Next Sunday  ....................................................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

Coffee Clean Up Today ......................................................................................................... School Board 

December Altar Guild……...…………….……………………………..Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 
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CALENDAR   December 23 – December 30 
 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Worship Service 

 10:45 AM Worship Service 

MONDAY 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 

 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

TUESDAY 10:00 AM Christmas Day Worship  

SATURDAY 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Worship Service 

 10:45 AM Worship Service 

 

 

 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  445 worshiped on Sunday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154  Average Needed Year to Date: $403,850 

Received Last Week:  $69,831                                                                 Received Year to Date: $446,041 

 

GREETERS NEEDED! 
Please sign up to be a greeter on the bulletin board by the Fireside Room. During the holiday 

season, visitors especially appreciate a welcoming face when they come to worship for the first 

time.  You can also sign up online at kingofgracelutheran.com/missions/greeter. Thank you for 

your help with this important ministry! 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE A COPY OF YOUR FAMILY PHOTO? 

If you would like your own family photo emailed to you, please email your request to the church 

office at ppotratz@kog-els.org.  Please remember to include your first and last name. 

 

THANK YOU FROM KING’S DAUGHTERS  

Our King’s Daughters thanks the congregation for their generous support.  They were able to 

sponsor two families in-need this Christmas season!  
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HOLIDAY FOOD SHELF DRIVE 
The King of Grace Stewardship Committee is championing a food drive through the end of the 

year.  The need is extra high this holiday season!  Please donate non-perishable food items.  

Please see the flyer below for most-needed items. Our running total so far is 1,459 pounds 

donated of non-perishables, please help us pass the goal of 2,000 pounds by December 31! 

 

WISE PENNY THRIFT SHOPPE STORE RESTOCKING AND CLEANING 

The Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe in Buffalo needs YOUR help during our annual store cleaning 

December 27-29, 31, and January 2-4.  The store is closed to customers so that we can clean, do 

painting and maintenance, and restock before reopening in the New Year!  Time slots are 

available from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM each day.  Call the store at 763-682-4178, or email Brittany 

McFadden, store manager, at wisepennythrift@outlook.com to let us know you are 

coming!   Thanks to all of our volunteers, the Wise Penny has donated a total of over $215,000 in 

2018 to our partner charities: West Lutheran High School, Christian Life Ministries, and Lutheran 

Institutional Ministerial Association. 

 

MANAGE YOUR GIVING ONLINE 

You can manage your giving online!  Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time 

gift or automatic recurring contributions.  Follow these easy steps from your desktop computer: 

1) Visit the King of Grace website at kingofgracelutheran.com 

2) Click on the “Give” tab at the top of the screen 

3) Click on the “Sign Up” tab 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule contributions 

 

MANAGE YOUR GIVING ONLINE (CONTINUED) 

You can also give through the Give+ mobile app on your mobile device.  Search 

“give + church” in your app store and download the FREE Give+ mobile app and 

enter the zip code 55422 and select King of Grace Lutheran Church.  Click the plus 

sign (+) at the lower right of the screen to add a donation.  The app allows you to 

give one time or to set up a recurring contribution to the fund of your choice.      

 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR POSITION OPEN 

West Lutheran High School is currently looking for candidates to fill the newly created 

Development Director position. 

The ideal candidate would excel at: 

 Building relationships with current and potential donors 

 Communicating a passion for Christian Education 

 Self-starting and organization 

 Inspiring others to support the Ministry of West Lutheran High School. 

 

mailto:wisepennythrift@outlook.com
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The initial duties of the Development Director will include crafting a vision for the program and 

building a culture of philanthropy and Christian stewardship throughout the organization and 

its stakeholder groups. The Development Director will work closely with the Principal and the 

Board of Regents as well as other staff within the organization to promote awareness and 

understanding of the ministry of West and to secure appropriate funding for ongoing programs, 

capital projects and endowment. To keep the needs of the Ministry of West in front of its 

stakeholders, the Development Director will make frequent contact with such groups as parents 

and grandparents of current students, alumni, congregations of the West Association, members, 

organizations and businesses of the community that have been touched by West and other 

supporters.  If you or someone you know fits this description, please contact Principal Steve 

Merten, smerten@wlhs.net, or 763-509-9378. 

 

King of Grace 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Monday, December 24 

5:00 PM Family Christmas Eve Worship Service with the Senior Choir 

8:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 

 

Tuesday, December 25 

10:00 AM Christmas Day Worship Service 

 

Sunday, December 30 

8:15 AM and 10:45 AM Worship Service 

 

Monday, December 31 

5:00 PM New Year’s Eve Communion Service 

 

 

mailto:smerten@wlhs.net

