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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

VISIT 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you experience 

any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing assistance system 

available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is streamed live in the Fireside 

Room down the hall. 

 

WORSHIP 

This Sunday we are celebrating the Festival of Epiphany. The word ‘epiphany’ means 

‘manifestation’ or ‘revelation.’ 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?” the Magi asked. God led some far-off 

foreigners by the star to start asking the right questions. He used the Holy Scriptures to provide 

the answer: Bethlehem, the city of David. This Epiphany, like every season, God leads people 

who were once far off to find their King in his Word and Sacraments. 

 The Old Testament church was hardly glorious most of the time, but it had a bright 

future because of God’s promise that it was the vehicle to bring his grace to the entire 

world. 

 In the New Testament reading, St. Paul tells us God has now opened the doors of 

salvation to all people in a much more obvious way than was the case in the Old 

Testament. 

 The wise men in the Gospel reading were guided by the promises of Holy Scripture to be 

the first Gentiles to find and worship the Christ Child.  

 

STUDY TODAY AND NEXT WEEK at 9:30 AM 
- “Ephesians” with Pastor Ekhoff 

- “Catechism: The Lord’s Supper” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

-  “A Biblical View of Self-Image” with Pastor Wiechmann 

- “The Star of Bethlehem” DVD documentary 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE RITE 1 – PAGE 41 
The Divine Service Rite 1 is based on the order of service compiled by Rev. Johannes Bugenhagen.  Bugenhagen was 

Martin Luther’s pastor and played a vital role in the Reformation.  In this service, we begin and end in prayer, we 

confess our sins and are forgiven, we hear God’s Word read and preached, and we receive Christ’s body and blood in 

Holy Communion.  Throughout the service, the congregation participates with songs of response and praise. 

 

THE OPENING PRAYER Page 41 
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OPENING HYMN “Arise and Shine in Splendor” | #166 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Page 41 

 

The Word 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, darkness 

covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his 

glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons come 

from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm. Then you will look and be radiant, your 

heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the 

riches of the nations will come.  Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian 

and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise 

of the LORD.” 

 

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 3:2-12 

 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you,  

that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.  In 

reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which 

was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to 

God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs 

together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 

Jesus.  I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working 

of his power.  Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things.  His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal 

purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In him and through faith in him we 

may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

 

NICENE CREED Page 47 

 

SERMON HYMN  “As with Gladness Men of Old” | #168 
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“What Shall I Do with the Baby, Jesus?” 

SERMON Matthew 2:1-12 

 

FTER JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM IN JUDEA, DURING THE TIME OF KING 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was 

to be born.  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But 

you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 

you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”  Then Herod called the 

Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report 

to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  After they had heard the king, they went on their 

way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 

where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, 

they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  And 

having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 

another route. 

 

OFFERING  

The offering is given by the members of King of Grace as a fruit of faith to thank God for how He provides 

for our earthly needs daily and richly.  If you are visiting us today, please do not feel compelled to 

participate. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

The Sacrament – Page 50 
 

We desire to have all commune with us at the Lord's Table.  However, since Scripture 

encourages us to 'recognize the body and blood of the Lord', 'examine ourselves', and 

join together as 'one body', we ask our visitors to allow us the opportunity to share our 

beliefs before joining us in this act of fellowship.  By this practice we are in no way 

judging your personal faith in Jesus.  We look forward to sharing our beliefs with you so 

that together we can make a true expression of oneness at the Lord's Table.  We are 

happy to have you worship with us! 

 

A 
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THE PREFACE AND SANCTUS Page 50 

 

LORD’S PRAYER, INSTITUTION, AND LAMB OF GOD Page 53 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” |#167 

 “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” |#325 

 

 Personal Prayer for After Holy Communion:  Merciful Redeemer, you have fulfilled your promises.  At 

Your Table I have received nourishment for my soul.  You have wiped away my sins and have put on me 

the garments of Your righteousness.  Let this Sacrament be in me a power overcoming unbelief and doubt, 

conquering temptations and evil desires, and enabling me to live according to Your will.  Having been a 

guest at Your Table, help me to share the Bread of Life with others, that they too may share in my joy and 

happiness.  To You, and the Father, and the Holy Spirit be glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

BENEDICTION  Page 56 

************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher….............................Rev. Erwin Ekhoff | Liturgist ................................. Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist……………….…………..Amy Sehloff |Pianist (Monday)…………………...Karen Merseth 

 

SERVING IN SUPPORT   

Counters Today .................................................................. Gina Thomforde, Collin & Emily Bredeson 

Counters Next Sunday ................................................................................. Gerry Reason, Lon Rogness 

Usher Captains Today ......................................................................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Usher Captains Next Sunday ....................................................... John Vomhof, Sr., John Woodington 

Video Team Today  .............................................................................................................. Jason Luxford 

Video Team Next Sunday  ...................................................................................... Katherine Guillaume 

Coffee Setup Next Sunday ................................................................................................ Altos & Basses 

Coffee Clean Up Today ................................................................................................. Board of Trustees 

Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday ......................................................................................... Board of Elders 

January Altar Guild……...…………….…………….…………………..Kathy Reason, Anne Bechtold 
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CALENDAR   January 6 – January 13 
 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Communion Service 

 9:30 AM Bible Study/Sunday School 

 10:45 AM Communion Service 

 1:00 PM Wise Penny Volunteer Sunday 

MONDAY 6:30 PM Communion Service 

 6:30 PM School Board 

 7:00 PM Board of Elders 

TUESDAY 9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 

 6:00 PM KOG Tech Committee 

 6:30 PM Jesus Cares 

WEDNESDAY  4:00 PM Grades 7 & 8 Confirmation 

 5:30 PM Take down Christmas decorations 

THURSDAY 7:00 PM Senior Choir – WOMEN ONLY 

FRIDAY 8:30 AM Chapel Service 

SATURDAY 8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY  8:15 AM Worship Service 

 9:30 AM Bible Study/Sunday School 

 10:45 AM Worship Service 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  290 worshiped on Sunday, and 63 worshiped on Monday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154      Average Needed Year to Date: $436,158 

Received Last Week:  $13,217                                                                 Received Year to Date: $499,800 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS   

Altar flowers are placed in the sanctuary today by John and Alana Griffith in celebration of their 

wedding anniversary, and by Wanda Warnke and family in memory of Milo Warnke on the 

anniversary of his birthday. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Our regular worship service schedule resumes today Sunday, January 6 with worship services at 

8:15 and 10:45 AM, and Bible Class and at Sunday School at 9:30 AM.  Monday night worship 

resumes tomorrow Monday, January 7 at 6:30 PM. 

 

HELP NEEDED TAKING DOWN CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

Helpers are needed on Wednesday, January 9, starting at 5:30 PM to take down all our beautiful 

Christmas decorations. Snacks will be provided. 

 

WOMEN’S CHOIR 

We need another 10-12 women to join our choir for just two practices in order to sing an all 

women's choir piece at both services on Sunday, January 13. We will practice in the sanctuary 

between services on Sunday, January 6, and then we will have a women-only choir practice at 

our normal choir time on Thursday, January 10 at 7:00 PM.  Please see Allen Labitzky for more 

information. 

 

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION NIGHT 

King of Grace Lutheran School will be holding a Kindergarten Information Night on Tuesday, 

January 29, at 6:30 PM, in the Fellowship Hall. The evening will include an overview of our 

curriculum, time to explore the school and classroom with your child, and an opportunity to ask 

questions about our Kindergarten program. We will also have Kindergarten registration 

information available which includes instructions on how to fill out an application and start the 

enrollment process for your child.  If you have any questions, please contact Amy Walz at 

awalz@kog-els.org. 
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HOLIDAY FOOD SHELF DRIVE 
The King of Grace Stewardship Committee is championed a food drive through the end of the 

year. Our final total was 1,493 pounds of non-perishable foods donated.  

 

 
 

TAKE HOME YOUR POINSETTIA  
If you ordred a Christmas poinsettia, please take it home with you today!  


