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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
During the season of Lent, the Scripture lessons prepare us for Good Friday and Easter. On this 

First Sunday we are reminded of the big story, that Jesus is the One who defeated the Devil and 

secured our salvation. 

Each of us battles with temptation every day, and the results are too obvious to mention. Christ 

was no stranger to temptation, either. He battled, yet was without sin . . . for us and for our 

eternal righteousness. This message of victory gives us confidence as we journey through the 

wilderness of sin in true repentance. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray | #253 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to you, O God, not 

only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we 

have often and in many ways offended you, our Lord and Maker, in thought, 

word, and deed, so that you could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for 

all eternity. Therefore we come before you with sorrow of heart, in dread and 

terror of your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, 

which we should hate in every way as long as we live. 

P: O merciful God, you still grant us in this hour to be reminded of your fatherly 

goodness. According to the promise of your Word, we flee for refuge to your 

infinite mercy, and implore you, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your 

only-begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 

raised again for our justification: Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the 

Holy Spirit increases in our hearts to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray you, O Lord, through your servant to declare to us the 

forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 

offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O 

God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

HYMN Lord, Have Mercy 
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P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto me, all you who labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have everlasting life. 

P: Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

HYMN On My Heart Imprint Thine Image | #593 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Prayer of the Day is a brief but significant prayer based on the assigned readings for the day. 

Its chief function is to prepare the mind for hearing the Scripture lessons. In this prayer, we come 

to our Lord to ask of him one special, significant blessing. With an unbroken use of nearly fifteen 

centuries by millions of believers in all lands, this prayer is an important liturgical inheritance of 

the church. 

P: Let us pray for strength in temptation: Almighty and merciful God, your Son fasted in 

the desert and was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Protect us when we are 

tempted, and help us to resist the devil by trusting in your Word. We ask this 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1–11 

Jesus’ 40 days of testing in the wilderness also brings to mind the Israelites’ 40 years of 

wandering in the wilderness. Moses reminds God’s people that God had done everything 

necessary to deliver them from the misery, toil and oppression of Egypt. 

1When you have entered the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 

inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2take some of the firstfruits 

of all that you produce from the soil of the land that the LORD your God is giving you 

and put them in a basket. Then go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a 

dwelling for his Name 3and say to the priest in office at the time, “I declare today to the 

LORD your God that I have come to the land that the LORD swore to our forefathers to 



 

 

Page 5 

give us.” 4The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the 

altar of the LORD your God. 5Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My 

father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and 

lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 6But the Egyptians ill-

treated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. 7Then we cried out to the LORD, 

the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and 

oppression. 8So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. 9He 

brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10and 

now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.” Place the basket 

before the LORD your God and bow down before him. 11And you and the Levites and the 

aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to 

you and your household. 

3RD GRADE HYMN (10:45) Do Not Let Your Heart Be Troubled 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 10:8b–13 

Through faith, which believes in the heart and confesses with the mouth, the redemption won by 

Christ is ours. 

8“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of 

faith we are proclaiming: 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is 

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be 

put to shame.”12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is 

Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved.” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | #250 

SERMON Can’t I Just Run and Hide? | Luke 4:1–13 

As Jesus confronts the Devil and defeats him, we are reminded of the ultimate victory over the 

Devil which Christ was to win at Calvary. 

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 

the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.  
3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  
4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’”  
5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 

of the world. 6And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it 

has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if you worship me, it will 

all be yours.”  
8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”  
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9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10For it is 

written:  

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you  

to guard you carefully;  
11they will lift you up in their hands,  

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  
12Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN Fight the Good Fight | #249 

PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God the Father, that you have given 

your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. We thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, that you have borne in your 

sacred body all our sins, and by your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. 

We thank you, Lord the Holy Spirit, that you have created in our hearts true faith, 

that we know of nothing to trust for our salvation except Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified. 
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P: O God, grant us your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are 

forgiven for the sake of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so 

enlighten us by your Holy Spirit, that—in the power of our Redeemer’s death—we 

may day by day put off sin and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see 

him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s name. Amen. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  331 worshiped on Sunday, and 223 worshiped on 

Wednesday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154         Average Needed Year to Date: $581,544 

Received Last Week:  $18,064                                                 Received Year to Date: $636,863 

 

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING TODAY 

Be sure to attend the special voters’ meeting to be held TODAY, March 10 after second 

service. We will be extending a call for an eighth grade teacher. 

 

KING'S LITTLEST KIDS  

Help needed! We are looking for one more helper for the kid's room. We meet from 

9:45 AM - 11:30 AM on Thursdays. The spring session meets until May 16, with no 

session on March 28 or April 18. If you are willing to help or have any questions, please 

contact Emily Bredeson at 612-703-7385 or ejshoop@hotmail.com. Hourly pay is 

available.  

 

SACRED CONCERT AT WEST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 

Join us at West Lutheran on Thursday, March 21 at 7:00 PM, for a sacred concert themed 

"The Power of the Cross" - celebrating God's salvation promise fulfilled in the death and 

resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Pre-concert music prior and an Open House at 

5:30 - 6:30 PM to tour the school and receive information for the 2019-20 school year. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Please help make our sanctuary beautiful for Easter!  Please fill out a pink order sheet 

(located at the Welcome Center in the narthex) and return it with your payment to the 

church office or to the Flower Committee box in the ushers’ room.  Make your check 

payable to King of Grace.  The deadline for ordering is Wednesday, April 3.  Call Amy 

Guillaume with any questions at (763) 424-6152 or call the church office at (763) 546-

3131. 
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PASSOVER MEAL - REDEEMING GRACE 

Behold the Lamb of God: Christ in the Passover. Begin your Holy Week by discovering 

Christ in the Passover on Sunday, April 14 at Redeeming Grace Lutheran Church in 

Rogers. Our program begins at 4:00 PM with a special Seder service that highlights all 

the pictures of Christ hidden in the Passover Celebration. This family friendly event will 

also include a full meal with lamb as the main course and wine (substitutions can be 

made on special request). Take this opportunity to enjoy an interactive, educational, and 

Christ centered experience as we look forward to Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  A 

free will offering will be collected at the event. Seating is limited, please RSVP to Ron 

Menough by April 1 at 763-497-2803 or pinmen2@centurylink.net. 

 

SEEKING PRESCHOOL AIDES 

King of Grace Lutheran School is seeking Aides to work in our preschool for the 2019-

2020 academic year.  Anyone interested should submit a short cover letter and brief 

resumé to Principal Labitzky.  No special degree is required, but applicants need to be 

able to work in a high energy, active and play-filled learning environment with up to 20 

preschoolers. 

 

AMAZON SMILE 

Have you heard of Amazon Smile? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to King of Grace Lutheran in support of the school. All you do 

is go to https://smile.amazon.com and it integrates your existing Amazon account. 

Choose King of Grace Lutheran in the list of charitable organizations. Tell your friends 

and family! 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 2019 WEST GALA 

Save the date! The 2019 West Lutheran High School Gala/Auction will be on Saturday, 

April 27 at the Crowne Plaza. This year’s theme is “Moonlight Masquerade.” 

 

 

 

mailto:pinmen2@centurylink.net
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Calendar 
Today 9:30 am King of Grace School Update with Principal Labitzky   

 12:00 pm Voters’ Meeting 

Monday 6:30 pm Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm School Board 

Wednesday 4:00 pm Confirmation Grades 7 & 8 

 5:30 pm Soup Supper (Youth Board & Administration Serve) 

 6:30 pm Lenten Service 

Thursday 9:45 am King’s Littlest Kids 

 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

 7:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

Friday 9:45 am Academic Fair 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 9:30 am “Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “We Believe, Teach, and Confess” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “TBD” with Pastor Wiechmann 

 1:00 pm King’s Kids at Nickelodeon Universe 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher .......................... Rev. Erwin Ekhoff | Liturgist ...................  Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Special Music ..... CDS Grade 3 (10:45 AM) | Director ................................  Allen Labitzky 

Organist.................................................................................................................. Karen Merseth 

 

SERVING IN SUPPORT 

Counters Today ......................................... Randy and Julie Voelker, Paul and Arlene Fuller 

 Counters Wednesday ......................... Gina Thomforde, Collin and Emily Bredeson 

 Counters Next Sunday .................................................... Gerry Reason, Lon Rogness 

Usher Captains Today ....................................................... Tom Studanski, John Woodington 

 Usher Captain Wednesday ................................................................. Curtis Merchant 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ........................................ Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

Video Team Today  ............................................................................................... Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Wednesday  ........................................................................ Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Next Sunday ........................................................................ Gerry Reason 

Coffee Clean Up Today ...................................................................... Stewardship Committee 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ............................................................... King’s Daughters 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday............................................................. Board of Youth 

March Altar Guild ............................................................. Patty McDowell, Carolyn Kopacek 

 
 


