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The Funeral Service for 

HAROLD THEISTE 
KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – GOLDEN VALLEY, MINNESOTA 

DECEMBER 21, 2018 

OPENING HYMN Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice|378; vs. 1, 5 

 

INVOCATION 

  

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

 

P: We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in the 

promise of the resurrection.  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.”  

P: Let us pray: Lord Jesus, You wept at the grave of Your friend Lazarus, and You 

consoled Mary and Martha in their distress.  Draw near to us who mourn the loss 

of Harold, and dry the tears of all of us who weep.  Calm our troubled hearts, 

dispel our doubts and fears, and lead us to praise You for having kept him in the 

saving faith.  In Your rising from the dead, You conquered death and opened the 

gates to eternal life.  Strengthen us with Your Word, and lead us through this 

earthly life until at last we are united with You, with Harold, and all the saints in 

glory everlasting.   

C: Amen. 
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THE RESURRECTION COMFORT 

 

P: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all 

our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves have received from God.  The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: “The 

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Jesus gives us this comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in 

Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never 

die.”  Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to God.   

C: He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: When Christ, who is our life, appears 

C: Then we also will appear with Him in glory. 

P: We will be before the throne of God 

C: And serve Him day and night in His temple. 

P: Never again will we hunger; 

C: Never again will we thirst. 

P: For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd, He will lead us to 

springs of living water. 

C: And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

P: Let us pray.  God of all grace, You sent Your Son Jesus to destroy the power of 

death and to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that 

because He lives, we too shall live.  Comfort us with Your promise that neither 

death nor life nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us 

from Your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN          Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow|592 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Isaiah 25:6-9 

 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 

a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 

And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all 

peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death 

forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 

of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will 

be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 

might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice 

in his salvation.” 

 
EPISTLE LESSON  Revelation 2:10 

 
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
 

HYMN                   On My Heart Imprint Thine Image|593 

 

GOSPEL LESSON John 14:1-6 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my 

Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 

going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 

don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  Jesus 

answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me.” 
 

SERMON HYMN                    Behold a Host, Arrayed in White|553 

                        

THE READING OF THE OBITUARY 
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SERMON                                                                                                1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24   

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 

your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and He will do it.  
 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing|125  

 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Officiant ........................................................................................................ Pastor Erwin Ekhoff 

Organist ................................................................................................................. Karen Merseth 

Pallbearers ...................................................................................................................... Jim Davis 

Bill Farquhar 

Doug Cooper 

Ted Merriam 

Theo Merriam 

Barrett Davis 

Sam Merriam 

Tyler Davis 

Peter Bockoven 

 

All are invited to stay for a light lunch in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the service. 
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Harold Theiste 
1936 - 2018 

 
Harold was born on July 15, 1936, in Chicago to Rev. Hans and Dorothy Theiste. He was 
baptized at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church and became a child of God in August of that year. The 
family moved to Minneapolis, where his father was called to Fairview Lutheran Church, one 
of the founding congregations of King of Grace. He graduated from Bethany Lutheran High 
School, Mankato, in 1952 and went on to Bethany Lutheran College and the University of 
Minnesota, graduating in June 1957. While at Bethany, Harold met Arlene Eichhorst, and 
they were married August 4, 1957. They had four daughters, all born in Minneapolis.  
 
Early in his working life, Harold was a pioneer in the computer industry at Control Data 

Corporation in Minneapolis. His career with CDC moved him from Minneapolis to Maryland, 

Texas, and back to Minnesota, which was always “home.” In 1977, the family moved to 

Washington, D.C., where he worked for the Small Business Administration by appointment of 

President Jimmy Carter. Moving with his family to new places offered a chance to meet new 

people and opened a world of exploration to his girls. With Arlene at his side, Harold made 

fast friends wherever he landed. 

 

Harold was comforted in the knowledge of Jesus Christ as our Redeemer. This comfort and 

joy radiated from his smile and his kindness to all those he met. He was eager to share the 

good news as the source of his joy. In service to the church body he held so dear, he accepted 

leadership roles here at King of Grace and in the other congregations where they lived in 
Houston, Texas; Falls Church, Virginia; and Fayetteville, North Carolina. He also served for 

33 years on the Board of Regents for Bethany Lutheran College and Seminary. 

 

"Best Dad Ever" to his daughters Elizabeth Davis (Jim), Mary Farquhar (Bill), Karin Cooper 
(Douglas), Laura Merriam (Ted); grandchildren Theo, Leni, Sam Merriam, Lauren Farquhar, 
Katie Bockoven (Peter), Barrett and Tyler Davis; and one great-granddaughter, Adeline. Also 
surviving are his brothers Norman (Susan), Ted (Sylvia) and Fred; sister-in-law Barbara; 
brother-in-law Gerald Schilling; cousin Mary Lowry. Other survivors include all of the nieces, 
nephews, and friends he held so dear.  
 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by brother Victor, sister Connie Schilling, 
sister-in-law Janet, and nephew Mark Theiste. Harold was taken to heaven on December 16, 
2018.  
 
Blessed be his memory. 
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