
The Nation’s Report Card  

 

How Lutheran Schools 

Measure Up 
 

 

 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP), also known as, “The Nation’s Report 

Card,” is the only nationally representation and 

longitudinal assessment of what America’s 

students know and what they can do in various 

subjects.  They, along with the National Center 

for Educational Statistics (NCES) gather 

information from thousands of schools.  Data is 

gathered from public schools, private non-

religious schools, Catholic schools, the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, the Department of Defense, the 

State Department of Education, Conservative 

Christian Schools and Lutheran Schools.  

Assessments are gathered for 4
th

 grade, 8
th

 grade, 

and 12 grade. 

 

What are the results of these comprehensive 

studies?  In 2002, 2003, 2006, 2008, and most 

recently, from the data gathered in 2009, 

Lutheran Schools have ranked first or second in 

several academic categories. The combined 

results of a 2000-2005 longitudinal analysis 

ranked Lutheran schools first for 4
th

 and 8
th

 grade 

reading, first for 4
th

 and 8
th
 grade science, and 

first for 4
th

 grade math.  Lutheran Schools came 

in one percentage point below private Christian 

schools in 8
th
 grade math, but the 2006 analysis 

placed Lutheran school 8
th
 graders ahead of those 

in private Christian schools in math.  Writing 

assessments are not reported as regularly as 

assessments in reading, math and science because 

these assessments are hand scored.  Still the data 

available on writing scores also places Lutheran 

school 4
th
 and 8

th
 graders ahead of all other school 

types. 

 

What can we take away from this?  I would 

advise some caution. Some would point to the 

fact that all private schools tend to do better than 

public schools due to higher parent investment 

and involvement.  It would also be true to say that 

private schools tend to be smaller than their 

public school counterparts.  Whether or not 

students in smaller schools get more one-on-one 

attention, the reports suggest that greater 

accountability tends to be integrated into the 

academic philosophies of smaller schools.  The 

studies also note that Lutheran schools may out-

perform Catholic schools, because Catholic 

schools have schools in lower income 

communities at a higher rate than Lutheran 

schools, but this was taken into account in some 

studies by comparing outcomes only within 

comparable population norms. 

 

Though all these qualifiers are true, higher 

parental involvement, smaller school size, higher 

accountability, we still are left celebrating the fact 

that students attending Lutheran schools are 

blessed.  They have parents who are involved in 

their education.  They are in a smaller 

environment where teachers get to know them 

personally and can more easily hold them 

accountable and work with their parents to do so.  

They have parents who have chosen to financially 

invest in their children’s education and by doing 

so have clearer expectations of their child and 

their child’s teacher.  These are all good things. 

 

Of course beyond what “The National Report 

Card” assesses, we think that King of Grace 

Lutheran School is a great place for students to 

grow.  Beyond reading, math and science, we 

have the unique privilege of sharing with students 

and families the more important truth of all, that 

Jesus Christ has won the victory over sin and 

death for eternity though his death and 

resurrection.  Lutheran schools, like every school, 

are not perfect.  But we all learn that because we 

are forgiven, we also can also forgive each other.  

Then with thankful hearts we daily strive for 

excellence, making the best use of our gifts and 

abilities to serve God and humankind.  And yes, 

we do thank God for our excellent test scores and 

that he blessed our students with an academic 

setting that allows them to achieve.  Praise God 

for all His blessings. 

 

Citations 

 
Braun, H., Jenkins, F., and Grigg, W. (2006).  
Comparing Private Schools and Public Schools 
Using Hierarchical Linear Modeling (NCES 2006–
461). U.S. Department of Education, National Center 
for Education Statistics, Institute of Educational 
Sciences. Washington, DC: U.S. Government 
Printing Office. 

 
Perie, M., Vanneman, A., and Goldstein, A. (2005). 
Student Achievement in Private Schools: Results 
From NAEP 2000–2005 (2006-459). U.S. 
Department of Education, National Center for 
Education Statistics. Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office. 
 
NAEP:  http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ 
 


