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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany tell us about the upside-down nature of 

God’s kingdom and church. Jesus has come in the flesh to heal people, to give forgiveness, and to 

preach the gospel of the kingdom of God. Those who trust in him are blessed because they are 

receiving God’s favor, regardless of the circumstances. What greater proof could there be than 

Christ’s own upside-down resurrection from the dead? 

SPECIAL MUSIC (10:45 AM) I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 

HYMN Jesus, Refuge of the Weary | #240 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C: O almighty God, merciful Father: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved 

your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that 

you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you 

desire forgiveness in his name? 

C: I do. 

P: Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the place 

and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you! 

Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray for true discipleship: Just and merciful God, you bring down the mighty 

from their thrones and lift up the lowly, and you fill the hungry with good things. 

Teach us to rely on you alone and to hunger for what is right. We ask this through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 17:5–8 

Jeremiah encourages an upside-down trust: a trust in the Lord for our hope and confidence rather 

than in our own human strength. 

5This is what the LORD says:  

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  

who depends on flesh for his strength  

and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  
6He will be like a bush in the wastelands;  

he will not see prosperity when it comes.  

He will dwell in the parched places of the desert,  

in a salt land where no-one lives.  
7“But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,  

whose confidence is in him.  
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8He will be like a tree planted by the water  

that sends out its roots by the stream.  

It does not fear when heat comes;  

its leaves are always green.  

It has no worries in a year of drought  

and never fails to bear fruit.” 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 15:12–20 

St. Paul points to the ultimate upside-down event as proof for our ultimate blessing when we rely 

on Christ: his own victory over death. 

12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 

useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses 

about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he 

did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then 

Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 

you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19If 

only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  
20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN All Depends on Our Possessing | #468 

GOSPEL READING Luke 6:17–26 

Jesus shows his power and compassion by healing many people who relied on him, and then 

describes life in his upside-down kingdom, encouraging us when we must suffer for his sake. 

17He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples 

was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from 

the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18who had come to hear him and to be healed of their 

diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19and the people all tried to touch 

him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.  
20Looking at his disciples, he said:  

“Blessed are you who are poor,  

for yours is the kingdom of God.  
21Blessed are you who hunger now,  

for you will be satisfied.  

Blessed are you who weep now,  
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for you will laugh.  
22Blessed are you when men hate you,  

when they exclude you and insult you  

and reject your name as evil,  

because of the Son of Man.  
23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 

that is how their fathers treated the prophets.  
24“But woe to you who are rich,  

for you have already received your comfort.  
25Woe to you who are well fed now,  

for you will go hungry.  

Woe to you who laugh now,  

for you will mourn and weep.  
26Woe to you when all men speak well of you,  

for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

SERMON Shaping the Christian Mind 

God’s kingdom brings a reversal of our value systems. Jesus has come to form this new, 

alternative people of God through his own upside-down death and resurrection. 

HYMN Create in Me 
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OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

Service of the Sacrament 
P: Let us pray: It is truly, good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And now 

we praise you that you sent us your only-begotten Son and that in him, being 

found in fashion as a man, you revealed the fullness of your glory. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we praise and magnify 

your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

Personal prayers for before and after Holy Communion can be found on page 40 in the front 

portion of the hymnary. 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the 

same way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them 

saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is 

shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lamb of God 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense | #532 

HYMN Let Your Servant Depart in Peace 
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P: Let us pray: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through these valuable gifts, and we ask you that because of your mercy you 

would strengthen us through them in faith toward you and in sincere love toward 

one another. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
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Announcements 
PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  389 worshiped on Sunday, and 3 worshiped on 

Monday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154  Average Needed Year to Date: $533,082 

Received Last Week:  $12,876                                          Received Year to Date: $583,827 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Altar flowers are placed in the sanctuary today for Beth Gauger’s birthday in 

appreciation for another year of God’s grace and blessings. 

 

MILLIE TOOLEY FUNERAL 

The funeral for Millie Tooley will be here at King of Grace on Tuesday, February 19 at 

11AM with the visitation one hour prior. Millie was a volunteer at our school for many 

years. 

 

SEEKING PRESCHOOL AIDES – King of Grace Lutheran School is seeking Aides to 

work in our preschool for the 2019-2020 academic year.  Anyone interested should 

submit a short cover letter and brief resumé to Principal Labitzky.  No special degree is 

required, but applicants need to be able to work in a high energy, active and play-filled 

learning environment with up to 20 preschoolers. 

 

SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

During the month of March the Saturday morning Bible study group will be completing 

their study of the Apostle Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  The next topic will be a study of 

Paul’s Epistles to his student, Timothy.  We will be using each one’s favorite Bible and a 

commentary on Timothy prepared by Armin W. Schuetze and published in “The 

People’s Bible” series.  We welcome additional participants in this study.  If you would 

like a copy of the commentary, please contact Norm Werner at 763-757-4150 by February 

17.  The estimated cost is $20.  The exact cost will be calculated and due at the time of 

delivery. 
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Calendar 
Today 9:30 am “Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “The Book of Job” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “How to Go to Church” with Pastor Wiechmann 

  “Caregiver Support: Get Organized” with Theresa Carriger 

Tuesday 6:30 pm Jesus Cares 

 6:30 pm Pioneers 

 7:00 pm Board of Youth 

Wednesday  4:00 pm Grades 7 & 8 Confirmation 

Thursday 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

 1:00 pm Pioneers Pine Car Derby in Gym 

Sunday 9:30 am “Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “The Book of Job” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “How to Go to Church” with Pastor Wiechmann 

  “Caregiver Support: Manage Stress” with Theresa Carriger 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist....................... Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Special Music ....................... Sunday School | Director............................  Emily Wiechmann 

Organist……………………….Amy Sehloff | Pianist (Monday)………….  Emily Bredeson 

 SERVING IN SUPPORT 

Counters Today ....................................................................... Ann Werner, Jeff & Julia Ripley 

 Counters Next Sunday ...............................Cindy & John Costello, Leah Wandersee  

Usher Captains Today .......................................................... Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ......................................... Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

Video Team Today .................................................................................................Gerry Reason 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ........................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

Coffee Clean Up Today ..................................................................................Board of Trustees 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ....................................................Membership Committee 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday ............................................................ Board of Elders 

February Altar Guild ............................................................... Linda Browning, Arlene Fuller 


