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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Fifth Sunday in Lent tell us the actions that free creation and us from the 

evil of sin are all God’s actions, not ours. The same God who brought Israel out of Egypt and 

Babylon has done a “new thing” for us in Christ Jesus. He has sent his beloved Son into the 

world, knowing he would be rejected, but through whose willing suffering and death a way to life 

was opened. Let us not wander from the Way, but press on towards our goal. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation | #8 

Quoting from Psalm 118, Jesus calls himself “the cornerstone” in today’s Gospel reading. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true 

obedience to your Word; to the end—that by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto me, all you who labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 

 Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God, I forgive you all your sins, in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

HYMN On My Heart Imprint Thine Image | #593 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray that we remain united with Christ: Jesus our Savior, thank you for 

coming to give us life through your suffering and death. Keep us following you 

wherever you lead us, because we know that you have promised to take us home to 

God. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:16–21 

Isaiah reminded the people of Israel of how God had saved them from Pharaoh’s army. God would 

again deliver his people in the future. He is making a way for his chosen people. 

16This is what the LORD says—  

he who made a way through the sea,  

a path through the mighty waters,  
17who drew out the chariots and horses,  

the army and reinforcements together,  

and they lay there, never to rise again,  

extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:  
18“Forget the former things;  

do not dwell on the past.  
19See, I am doing a new thing!  

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  

I am making a way in the desert  

and streams in the wasteland.  
20The wild animals honor me,  

the jackals and the owls,  

because I provide water in the desert  

and streams in the wasteland,  

to give drink to my people, my chosen,  
21the people I formed for myself  

that they may proclaim my praise.” 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 3:4–14 

St. Paul insists there is only one way forward to the great goal of eternal salvation: through faith 

in Christ Jesus. 

4If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the 

church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is 

more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that 



 

 

Page 5 

I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 

comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I 

press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 

behind and straining towards what is ahead, 14I press on towards the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN God Loved the World So that He Gave | #403 

SERMON The Inheritance Will Be Ours | Luke 20:9–20 

In this parable, Jesus clearly prophesies his rejection and his death, but also his final victory as 

“the stone which the builders rejected has become the capstone.” 

9He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 

some farmers and went away for a long time. 10At harvest time he sent a servant to the 

tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat 

him and sent him away empty-handed. 11He sent another servant, but that one also they 

beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12He sent still a third, and 

they wounded him and threw him out.  
13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I 

love; perhaps they will respect him.’  
14“But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they 

said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15So they threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him.  

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and kill those 

tenants and give the vineyard to others.”  

When the people heard this, they said, “May this never be!”  
17Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which 

is written:  

“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone’?  
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls 

will be crushed.”  
19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him 

immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were 

afraid of the people.  
20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They 

hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the 

power and authority of the governor. 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 
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Service of the Sacrament 
P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it 

is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my 

body, which is given for you; this is my blood, which is shed for you for the 

remission of sins,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body and 

blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the remission of sins,” we 

believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to assure us of the forgiveness 

of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says, “Take, eat; 

drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the 

whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may 

God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

Personal prayers for before and after Holy Communion can be found on page 40 in the front 

portion of the hymnary. 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lamb of God 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Sing, My Tongue, How Glorious Battle | #298 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have 

refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts; and we ask you of your mercy, to 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
PRAYER REQUESTS?   Please contact Wanda Warnke at 612-529-1497. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  413 worshiped on Sunday, and 205 worshiped on 

Wednesday. 

 

OFFERING LAST WEEK  

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154         Average Needed Year to Date: $646,160 

Received Last Week:  $15,809                                                 Received Year to Date: $693,234 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS   

Altar flowers are placed in the sanctuary today by Jason and Sonja Luxford in 

celebration of their 13th wedding anniversary. 

 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY  

If you are a young lady interested in studying the story of Redemption, we invite you to 

join us as we read the Bible cover to cover in an upcoming study.  We meet every other 

Tuesday at 7 PM, and our next meeting is April 9. Feel free to reach out to Jenna 

Albrecht at jalbrecht@blc.edu or Lauren Farquhar at lfarquhar@blc.edu with questions or 

for more information. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE THURSDAY APRIL 25 

The Stewardship Committee is sponsoring another blood drive on Thursday, April 25 

from 1:00 – 7:00 PM.  To schedule an appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit 

RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code: KingOfGraceGV. 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  FUND REQUESTS? 

Is your Board or Committee seeking funds for projects that were not covered by your 

current budget?  If so, please submit a Fund Request to the church office and the 

Endowment Committee will consider it as we disburse earnings from the KoG 

Endowment Fund.    

Request Due Date:  April 28, 2018 

Funds available for distribution:  $3,000 - $5,000 

 

mailto:jalbrecht@blc.edu
mailto:lfarquhar@blc.edu
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Please include the following:  

• Name of individual or group requesting the gift 

• Requestor contact information (phone, email) 

• Requested amount 

• Clearly stated & detailed purpose & goal to be accomplished by the gift 

• Timeline for implementation (if gift is approved) 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND DONATIONS 

As you stand in awe of the many blessings God has given you over the past year, please 

consider a donation to the King of Grace Endowment Fund (cash, stocks or securities).   

Earnings from this fund are disbursed each year based on qualified requests from KoG 

boards, committees and/or individual members.  Thank you!    

 

Some of the disbursements over the past few years include 

• King of Grace kitchen supplies 

• ELS World Outreach – facilities repair for pro-life facility in the Ukraine 

• West Lutheran High – new STEM academic program funding 

• New ELS Catechisms for KoG members and parents of confirmands 

• King of Grace security locks for school doors 

• King of Grace C3 Youth Group 

 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR JAPANESE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

~ Short term! 8/5 to 8/26 

~ Host homes can be couples, families, singles 

~ Students study at Bethel University Monday - Friday 

~ Stipend & transportation help provided 

~ Planting seeds of faith for 25 years 

Interested? Please contact Deb Anderson: djamwa@aol.com  or 763.522.5051 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm 

Good Friday 6:30 pm 

Easter Sunday 8:15 am and 10:45 am (Easter Breakfast 9:30 am) 

mailto:djamwa@aol.com


 

 

Page 12 

Calendar 
Today 9:30 am “Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “We Believe, Teach, and Confess” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “Resurrections” with Pastor Wiechmann 

Monday 6:30 pm Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm School Board 

 7:00 pm  Ladies’ Bible Study 

Wednesday  5:30 pm Soup Supper (Board of Trustees & Stewardship) 

 6:30 pm Lenten Service 

Thursday 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 9:30 am Church Council Forum 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ....................  Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist…………………………………………………………………………..… Amy Sehloff 

 

Counters Today .................................................... Cindy and John Costello, Leah Wandersee 

 Counters Wednesday .................................................... Tim Bechtold, Kim Studanski 

 Counters Next Sunday ......................... Jennifer and Brian Pederson, Claire Joubert 

Usher Captains Today ........................................................... Bruce Christensen, Loren Braun 

 Usher Captain Wednesday .................................................................... Brian Pederson 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ........................... John Vomhof, Sr., John Woodington 

Video Team Today ................................................................................................ Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Wednesday  .............................................................................. Ben Oppitz 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ......................................................... Katherine Guillaume 

Coffee Clean Up Today ..................................................................................... Board of Elders 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ................................................................ King’s Daughters 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday ................................................................ School Board 

April Altar Guild ...................................................................... Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 


