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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Tenebrae 
Good Friday is the most solemn of all days in the Christian church year. Yet it is not a day of 

gloom and condemnation, but a “good” day solemnly rejoicing in Christ’s completed act of 

redemption, that “with his stripes we are healed.” 

Tenebrae is the Latin word for ‘darkness.’ This type of service goes back 1,000 years in the 

Christian tradition. A series of candles are extinguished during the service to represent the 

gathering darkness of sin which hangs over the world as the life of the Son of God grows closer 

and closer to its end. The last candle represents Jesus, reminding us that even in death Jesus is the 

Light of the world—a light no darkness can overcome (John 1:5). 

HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded | #334: 1–2, 4, 6, 8 

FIRST WORDS Luke 23:32–34 

32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When 

they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the 

criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
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HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | #308 

OFFERING 

SECOND WORDS Luke 23:35–43 

35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He 

saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  
36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and 

said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  
38There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!”  
40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 

under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
43Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

ANTHEM What Wondrous Love Is This | Senior Choir 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, 

For my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing.  To God and to the Lamb I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing.  While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM.  while millions join the theme, I will sing 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, and through eternity, I’ll sing on. 
I’ll sing on, and through eternity, I’ll sing on. 
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THIRD WORDS John 19:25–27 

25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple 

whom he loved standing near by, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your 

son,” 27and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took 

her into his home. 

HYMN Beneath the Cross of Jesus | #330 

FOURTH WORDS Mark 15:33–37 

33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at 

the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which 

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling 

Elijah.” 36One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it 

to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he 

said. 
37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  

ANTHEM Lamb of God | Senior Choir 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Grant us peace, grant us peace. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  With your stripes we are healed.  
The Lord has placed on You the iniquity of all.  Have mercy.  

The chastisement of our peace was upon You. 
You were despised, a man of sorrow and acquainted with grief. 
You were despised, and we esteemed you not. 
Grant us peace, Lord, grant us peace. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, O Lamb of God. 
Grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

FIFTH WORDS John 19:28–29 

28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

ANTHEM Arise, My Soul, Arise | Senior Choir 

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off thy guilty fears:  The bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears: 
Before the Throne, my Surety stands, before the Throne, my Surety stands. 
My name is written on His hands.  My name is written on His hands. 
Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary, they pour effectual prayers,  
They strongly plead for me. ‘Forgive him, O, forgive,’ they cry,   
‘Forgive him, O, forgive,’ they cry,  
‘nor let that ransomed sinner die, nor let that ransomed sinner die.’ 
My God is reconciled, His voice I hear, He owns His child, I can no longer, longer fear; 

With confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence, I now draw nigh, and ‘Abba, Father,’ cry. 
Arise, my soul, arise!  And ‘Father, Abba, Father’, cry. 
Arise, my soul, arise. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

SIXTH WORDS John 19:30 

30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed 

his head and gave up his spirit. 

ANTHEM O Sacred Head, Now Wounded | Senior Choir 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down;   
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown, 
O sacred head, what glory?  I joy to call thee mine. 
What Thou, my Lord, has suffered was all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. 
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!  ‘Tis I deserve thy place; 
Look on me with thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace. 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 
For this thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?  
Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee, 
Outlive my love to Thee. 
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SEVENTH WORDS Luke 23:44–46 

44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the 

ninth hour, 45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When 

he had said this, he breathed his last. 

HYMN On My Heart Imprint Thine Image | #593 

 

 

Please leave in silence and rejoice in the resurrection of your Lord! 
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