
 

Jesus Gives Us Peace and a Purpose 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2019 

 
6000 Duluth Street | 763-546-3131 | www.kingofgracelutheran.com | Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Pastors:  Erwin Ekhoff, Aaron Ferkenstad, & Ben Wiechmann | Principal:  Allen Labitzky 



 

 

Page 2 

KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

Service of the Word 
The joy of celebrating our Lord's Resurrection continues on the Second Sunday of Easter and all 

the Sundays of the year. This joy is not only in our heads or only in our hearts; rather it forms the 

basis for a new life of hope. The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ reorders our earthly lives 

around an entirely new and different set of priorities. He empowers us to confess in our lives and 

conversations that Jesus is Lord and God. The lessons for this Sunday all show Jesus’ disciples 

serving him in spite of opposition. 

HYMN The Day of Resurrection | #356 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: O almighty God, merciful Father: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray you—of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ—to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that 

you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you 

desire forgiveness in his name? 

C: I do. 

P: Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the 

place and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you! 

Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray for faith in our risen Lord: Merciful God, your Son Jesus Christ is the 

resurrection and the life, who gives hope and joy to those who doubt. Give to us who 

do not see you faith and life and blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HISTORY READING Acts 5:12–32 

The Old Testament history lesson is replaced during the season of Easter with New Testament 

history about the growth of the church recorded in the Book of Acts. The apostles have been 

transformed into bold preachers of the resurrection, even when encountering opposition. 

12The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. 

And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13No one else dared 

join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 14Nevertheless, more 

and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15As a 

result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at 

least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16Crowds gathered also 

from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil 

spirits, and all of them were healed. 
17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 

Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the 

public jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and 
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brought them out. 20“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the 

full message of this new life.” 
21At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to 

teach the people. 

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—

the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22But on 

arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 
23“We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we 

opened them, we found no one inside.” 24On hearing this report, the captain of the 

temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this.  
25Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the 

temple courts teaching the people.” 26At that, the captain went with his officers and 

brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would 

stone them.  
27Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be 

questioned by the high priest. 28“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he 

said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us 

guilty of this man’s blood.”  
29Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on 

a tree. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give 

repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is 

the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

HYMN (8:15) Thy Word | 2nd Graders 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 1:4–18 

St. John—who was suffering exile for proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection—was assured that Jesus is 

victorious, holding the keys even to death. 

4John,  

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
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To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us 

to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 

ever and ever! Amen.  
7Look, he is coming with the clouds,  

and every eye will see him,  

even those who pierced him;  

and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  

So shall it be! Amen.  
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and 

who is to come, the Almighty.”  
9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 

endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus. 10On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and 

send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 

Philadelphia and Laodicea.”  
12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of 

man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash round his 

chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 

blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the 

sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 

came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  
17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on 

me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was 

dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
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were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won | #353 

SERMON Jesus Gives Us Peace and a Purpose | John 20:19–31 

The disciples are all hiding in fear. But Jesus speaks Peace to them and his peace transforms them 

into bold ambassadors for the kingdom of heaven. 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 

were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.”  
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”  
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
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with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

HYMN Create in Me 

 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 
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Service of the Sacrament 
P: Let us pray: It is truly, good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, but 

chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. He is the Passover Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken 

away the sins of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 

life again he has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we praise and magnify your glorious name, 

evermore praising you and saying: 

HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Lamb of God, Pure and Holy | #41 

 Like the Golden Sun Ascending | #354 

HYMN Let Your Servant Depart in Peace 
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PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

P: Let us pray: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank you that for his 

sake you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask you not to 

forsake your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
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Announcements 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Next week the confirmands will be examined during the 8:15 service. Communion will 

be offered at only the 10:45 service. 

SCHOOL 5K AND FUN RUN 

King of Grace Lutheran School is hosting a 5k race and 1k Fun Run this Saturday, May 4. 

Proceeds will contribute to installing air conditioning in the lower grade classrooms. 

Pre-registration is required for the 5k race at www.kingofgracelutheran.com/race. 

VOTERS’ MEETING 

The annual voters’ meeting is Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00. Voters will approve next year’s 

budget, elect board and committee members, and extend teacher calls. 

SUMMER PROGRAM 

King of Grace offers a summer program for kids entering K–6th grades. Registration 

deadline is May 10. More information is at www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-

program. 

HOST HOMES 

Bethel University needs host homes for Japanese students for three weeks from 8/5–8/26. 

Stipend and transportation provided; students are in class Monday–Friday. Host homes 

can be singles, couples, or families. Deb Anderson has been hosting for 25 years and can 

give you more information. Contact her at djamwa@aol.com or (763) 522-5051. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497. 

 

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.com/race
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-program
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-program
mailto:djamwa@aol.com
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Calendar 
Today 9:30 am “Liturgy and Worship” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “Heaven and Earth” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “Angels and Demons” with Pastor Wiechmann 

Monday 6:30 pm Communion Service 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesday 4:00 pm Confirmation (Grade 8 Only) 

Thursday 9:45 am King’s Littlest Kids 

 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 am King of Grace School 5K and Fun Run 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship with examination of confirmands 

 9:30 am “Liturgy and Worship” with Pastor Ekhoff 

  “Holy Spirit” with Pastor Ferkenstad 

  “Angels and Demons” with Pastor Wiechmann 

 10:45 am Communion Service 

 

 

Preacher ............................... Rev. Erv Ekhoff | Liturgist .................  Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad 

Special Music ................................... Grade 1 | Director..................................  Sheila Degner  

Organist (Sunday) ............... Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ............... Emily Bredeson 

 

Counters Today ......................................................... David & Jennifer Stavig, Derick Primus 

 Counters Next Sunday ..................................... Lori Helmen, Jim & Barb Cummings 

Usher Captains Today .......................................................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ........................... John Vomhof, Sr., John Woodington 

Video Team Today ..................................................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

 Video Team Next Sunday (8:15 am)  ..................................................... Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Next Sunday (10:45 am) .....................................................Gerry Reason 

Coffee Clean Up Today ...................................................................... Stewardship Committee 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ............................................................. Sopranos & Tenors 

 Clean Up Next Sunday ..................................................... Administration Committee 

April Altar Guild .................................................................. Alice Ringen, Barb Cummmings 


