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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

Service of the Word 
The Scripture readings for the Third Sunday of Easter all tell about appearances of the risen Lord 

Jesus. Through his cross he has conquered sin and death and has redeemed people from every tribe 

and language and nation. Still today he visits people of all nations and reveals himself to us, 

asking leaders, rebels, and all creatures to follow him. Like St. Peter and St. Paul, we have the 

duty and privilege to praise God, feed his sheep, and confess his name before everyone. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Beautiful Savior | #54 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true 

obedience to your Word; to the end—that by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our 

sins. To all who believe on his name he gives the power to become the children of 

God, and has promised them his Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray for the assurance of Christ’s presence: Almighty and merciful God, you 

made the disciples glad by the sight of the risen Lord. Remind us that he is always 

with us, and that we now share in his resurrection. For he lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HISTORY READING Acts 9:1–22 

Jesus appears to a murderous persecutor of Christians and turns him into a follower of Jesus and 

leader of the church. 

1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 

heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  
5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.”  
7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 

not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and 

did not eat or drink anything.  
10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 

vision, “Ananias!”  

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.  
11The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  
13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority 

from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”  
15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my 

name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16I will show 

him how much he must suffer for my name.”  
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17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 

here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got 

up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20At once he began to preach 

in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21All those who heard him were 

astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who caused havoc in Jerusalem among those 

who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief 

priests?” 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in 

Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.  

HYMN Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven | #361: v.1-4 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 5:1–14 

The victorious Messiah appears in heaven as a bloody Lamb, the only one worthy to guide the rest 

of history in God’s plan. 

1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on 

both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud 

voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3But no one in heaven or 

on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4I wept and wept 

because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5Then one 

of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  
6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the 

throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and 

seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7He came and 

took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had 

taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. 

Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the 

prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song:  

“You are worthy to take the scroll  

and to open its seals,  

because you were slain,  
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and with your blood you purchased men for God  

from every tribe and language and people and nation.  
10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,  

and they will reign on the earth.”  
11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 

thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:  

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,  

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength  

and honor and glory and praise!”  
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 

sea, and all that is in them, singing:  

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  

be praise and honor and glory and power,  

for ever and ever!” 14The four living creatures said, “Amen”, and the elders fell down 

and worshipped. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

The Creed is not a prayer, but a statement of Christian principles (the “Amen” at the end is a 

word that means “This is true”). Rather than bowed heads and closed eyes, the best posture is 

head up and eyes open, as we together recite the summary of the faith of the whole Christian 

church for 2,000 years. 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 
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is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake | #422 

SERMON Restored and Forgiven | John 21:1–19 

Jesus appears to disciples who had doubted, and again asks them to “Follow me.” 

1Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened 

this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon 

Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing.  
4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that 

it was Jesus.  
5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  

“No,” they answered.  
6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 

When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.  
7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon 

Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he 

had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, 

towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred 

yards.9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 

bread.  
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  
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11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 

153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from 

the dead.  
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 

you truly love me more than these?”  

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”  
16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”  

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”  
17The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, 

“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18I tell you the truth, when you were younger you 

dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out 

your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to 

go.” 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 

Then he said to him, “Follow me!”  

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

The teaching and evangelism work of King of Grace is crowdfunded. You can support this work 

by giving a one time gift or becoming a monthly contributor. Find more information at 

www.kingofgracelutheran.com/give. 

Service of the Sacrament 
P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it 

is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my 

body, which is given for you; this is my blood, which is shed for you for the 

remission of sins,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body and 
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blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the remission of sins,” we 

believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to assure us of the forgiveness 

of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says, “Take, eat; 

drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the 

whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may 

God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

Personal prayers for before and after Holy Communion can be found on page 40 in the front 

portion of the hymnary. 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS This Is the Feast | #359 

 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Bestowed | #320 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have 

refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts; and we ask you of your mercy, to 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
NEXT SUNDAY—JESUS CARES MINISTRY 
At 9:30, Pastor Ferkenstad and Pastor Wiechmann will hold their usual Bible studies. We 

will also have a guest, Pastor Patrick Feldhus, giving a presentation focusing on the 

mission opportunities in our community for people with developmental and intellectual 

disabilities. Pastor Feldhus is the Chaplain of Hope Residence of the Lutheran Home 

Association in Belle Plaine and is our Jesus Cares Ministry consultant at King of Grace. 

 

WORLD NEEDS FUND 
Our ELS annually collects an offering on Mother’s Day for the World Needs Fund, used 

in disaster relief efforts around the world. Offering envelopes are on the desk in the 

entrance and you can give your gift at King of Grace next week. 

 

VOTERS’ MEETING 
The annual voters’ meeting is Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00. Voters will approve next year’s 

budget, elect board and committee members, and extend teacher calls. 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM 
King of Grace offers a summer program for kids entering K–6th grades. Registration 

deadline is May 10. More information is at www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-

program. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Sharon Miller gave the altar flowers today in memory of Jim, on what would have been 

his 85th birthday. 

 

GREETING CARDS 
A variety of greeting cards are available for sale on the rack near the Fireside Room. 

Cards are $2 and proceeds benefit King’s Daughters mission projects. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497.  

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-program
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.com/summer-program
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Calendar 
Sunday 9:30 am Bible studies 

 1:00 pm Wise Penny Volunteer Sunday 

Monday 6:30 pm Communion Service 

 7:00 pm Board of Elders 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Pioneers 

 6:30 pm Jesus Cares 

 7:00 pm Ladies’ Bible Study 

Thursday 9:45 am King’s Littlest Kids 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 9:30 am Bible studies 

 

 

Preacher ..................... Rev. Ben Wiechmann | Liturgist .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad  

Organist .................................... Amy Sehloff | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

 

Counters Today .......................................................... Lori Helmen, Jim and Barb Cummings 

 Counters Next Sunday .....................................Deb Anderson, Jerry and Beth Hoem 

Usher Captains Today .................................................... John Vomhof, Sr., John Woodington 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ................................. Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

Video Team Today ......................................................................Jason Luxford, Gerry Reason 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ................................................ Ben Oppitz, Jason Luxford 

Coffee Clean Up Today ................................................................. Administration Committee 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ..................................................................... Altos & Basses 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday .........................................................Board of Trustees 

May Altar Guild ...................................................................... Kathy Reason & Anne Bechtold 

 

Attendance Last Week: 347 worshiped Sunday and 30 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday:  $16,154         Average Needed Year to Date: $710,776 

Received Last Week:  $7,578                                                  Received Year to Date:  $761,966 


