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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

Matins 
On the Third Sunday after Pentecost, we are reminded that the proper worship of God involves 

more than just coming to church once a week. It involves a complete change of our hearts and 

minds. We are constantly being confronted with choices to do things our own way, but, as 

children of God, our concern is to do things God’s way. 

HYMN “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake | #422 

 

The order of service is printed on page 109 in the front portion of the hymnary. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 19:14–21 

Elisha showed his total commitment to a new life as God’s prophet. There could be no looking 

back for him after he burned his plow and slaughtered his oxen. 

14Elijah replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death 

with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”  
15The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of 

Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16Also, anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 



 

 

Page 3 

succeed you as prophet. 17Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, 

and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18Yet I reserve seven 

thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose 

mouths have not kissed him.”  
19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with 

twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him 

and threw his cloak around him. 20Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me 

kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”  

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”  
21So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. 

He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they 

ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his attendant. 

GOSPEL READING Luke 9:51–62 

The four brief narratives in the Gospel reading show following Jesus means total commitment to a 

radical reordering of values and priorities. 

51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 

for Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to 

get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 

heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, 

do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?”55But Jesus turned and 

rebuked them, 56and they went to another village.  
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.”  
58Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay his head.”  
59He said to another man, “Follow me.”  

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God.”  
61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye 

to my family.”  
62Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain | #347 

The phrase “Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke” in the first verse relates to our sermon theme. 

SERMON Called to Be Free | Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

St. Paul says we have been set free from the yoke of slavery to sin. Jesus gives his resurrected 

followers the power of his Spirit to reorder our values and priorities. 

5:1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  
13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 

the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a 

single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”15If you keep on biting and 

devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  
16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  
19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 

ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, 

as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those 

who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

INSTALLATION OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 



 

 

Page 5 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus | #236 

 

The service concludes on the bottom of page 116 in the front portion of the hymnary. 
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Announcements 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
King of Grace would like to hire a church secretary to work weekday afternoons during 

the school year. Please speak to a pastor if you are interested. 

 

CHURCH PICNIC AND CONCERT 
Join us at King of Grace on Monday, 7/15 at 6:00 for a potluck picnic and music from 

Chris Driesbach. Please bring a side dish to share; the Membership Committee will 

supply the main dish. Chris is a former atheist who will tell his conversion story and 

share his songs. Chris supports his travel through free-will offerings. 

 

WISE PENNY VOLUNTEERS 
Four or five King of Grace volunteers are needed to work at Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe 

next Sunday, July 7, from 1–4:15. Wise Penny proceeds support West Lutheran High 

School, Christian Life Ministries, and the Lutheran Institutional Ministry Association. 

Contact JoAnn Hinnenthal for more information, (612) 280-7404 or 

jrhinnenthal@msn.com. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please send all requests for bulletin announcements to bulletin@kog-els.org. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497. 
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ELS SYNOD CONVENTION 
The annual convention of our ELS met this week from Sunday–Wednesday. The theme 

of the convention was “My Help Comes from the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and 

Earth.” The convention essay by the same theme was presented Dr. Doyle Holbird and 

is available to download at www.els.org/convention. 

 

At this convention: 

 

- On the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of Thoughts of Faith, Nick and Kerry 

Laper, directors of Gift of Life in Ukraine, spoke to the convention about the 

work in that field. 

- The Board for World Outreach was encouraged to explore the possibility of 

sending a missionary or missionaries to a suitable mission field. 

- The Board for Home Outreach recognized the seven home missionaries currently 

serving in California, Texas, Minnesota, and Illinois. 

- The synod president was directed to begin working to establish a Center for 

Christian Apologetics. 

- The synod Doctrine Committee was directed to publish updated resources on the 

differences between ELS and other Lutheran church bodies. 

- A budget was set for the 2020 calendar year. The unified budget total is 

$3,057,915, which includes a congregational contribution of $790,000. Of the 

$790,000 to be contributed by congregations, any amount over $760,000 will be 

allocated to the Board for Lutheran Schools. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.els.org/convention
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Calendar 
Monday 6:30 pm Worship Service 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Friday 4:00 pm Wedding—Landon Messner and Alyssa Wiechmann 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Communion Service 

 10:45 am Communion Service 

 1:00 pm Wise Penny volunteering 

 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ....................  Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

 

Counters Today ................................................... Gina Thomforde, Collin & Emily Bredeson 

 Counters Next Sunday ..................................................... Gerry Reason, Lon Rogness 

Usher Captains Today ........................................................... John Vomhof, John Woodington 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ................................. Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

Video Team Today ................................................................................... Katherine Guillaume 

 Video Team Next Sunday  .......................................................................Gerry Reason 

June Altar Guild ....................................................................... Linda Browning, Arlene Fuller 

 

 

Attendance Last Week: 368 worshiped on Sunday and 20 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,154 Average Needed Year to Date: $840,008 

Received Last Week: $13,029 Received Year to Date: $885,592 


