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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost call Christians to live in love—both to God and 

to our neighbor. Jesus is our Good Samaritan. He showed by his cross that his love for the world 

is not selective, but abundant. He has bound our wounds with the healing medicine of the gospel 

and brought us into his church, where he takes care of us at his own expense. As a result, we are 

free to go and do likewise, caring for others instead of watching out for ourselves. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word | #1 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (8:15) 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to you, O God, not 

only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we 

have often and in many ways offended you, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word, 

and deed, so that you could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all 

eternity. Therefore we come before you with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of 

your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we 

should hate in every way as long as we live. 

P: O merciful God, you still grant us in this hour to be reminded of your fatherly 

goodness. According to the promise of your Word, we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy, and implore you, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your only-

begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 

for our justification: Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit 

increases in our hearts to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray you, O Lord, through your servant to declare to us the 

forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 

offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O 

God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

HYMN Lord, Have Mercy 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Upon this your confession, by the authority of God, I declare to you the gracious 

forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. May he who has begun the good work in you perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray that we are active in Christian love: Thank you, merciful God, for 

showing your love for us by sending your Son to live among us and to suffer and 

die. Lead us to reflect this love to our neighbors by helping them in all their needs. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 1:1–14 

St. Paul praises the believers for giving evidence of their faith by showing love toward others. 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  
2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse:  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 

4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the 

saints— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 

and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to 

you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. 7You 

learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow-servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.  
9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy 

of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his 

glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving 

thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 

kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 

into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

HYMN All That I Was | #451 

Public worship from the days of the Jewish synagogue has provided some sort of musical interlude 

between the readings. In the synagogue this was a psalm. In Europe, the cantatas of J.S. Bach and 

other composers were written to be sung at this point in the service. 
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GOSPEL READING Luke 10:25–37 

The parable of the Good Samaritan illustrates God’s will that we should love all people, just as 

Jesus Christ loved us. 

25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, 

“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
26“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
27He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  
28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  
29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
30In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 

fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 

leaving him half-dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when 

he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the 

place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 

where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two 

silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 

return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  
36“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of robbers?”  
37The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN The Law Commands and Makes Us Know | #489 

SERMON That’s Offensive | Leviticus 19:9–18 

The Old Testament reading gives examples of how ancient Israel was instructed to love their 

neighbors, a natural result of loving God above all things. 

9“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field 

or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or 

pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD 

your God.  
11“Do not steal.  

“Do not lie.  

“Do not deceive one another.  
12“Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the 

LORD.  
13“Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him.  

“Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight.  
14“Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling-block in front of the blind, but fear your 

God. I am the LORD.  
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15“Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, 

but judge your neighbor fairly.  
16“Do not go about spreading slander among your people.  

“Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD.  
17“Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so that you 

will not share in his guilt.  
18“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your 

neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing | #588 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank you that of 

your great mercy you have given us your holy and blessed Word, by which you 

gather among us your Christian church. We humbly ask you: grant us your Holy 

Spirit, that we receive your Word with thankful hearts and live according to it, and 

ever increase in Christian faith and hope and love, and at last obtain eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
We welcome a new Christian into our family this morning. Harrison Scott Rahn was 

born on June 24 to Corey and Megan and born again as a child of God on June 25 

through the waters of holy Baptism. 

 

CHRISTIAN FUNERAL OF LARRY MACDONALD 
The Christian funeral service of Larry MacDonald was held yesterday at King of Grace. 

Blessed be his memory in our midst. 

 

CHURCH PICNIC AND CONCERT 
Join us at King of Grace on Monday, 7/15 6:00–8:00 for a family potluck picnic and music 

from Chris Driesbach. Please bring a side dish to share; the Membership Committee will 

supply hamburgers and hot dogs. Chris is a former atheist who will tell his conversion 

story and share his songs. Chris supports his travel through free-will offerings. 

 

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING 
The annual voters’ meeting is Tuesday, 7/16 at 7:00. Voters and non-voters alike are 

invited to come review last year’s accomplishments and discuss next year’s plans for 

King of Grace. 

 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
King of Grace would like to hire a church secretary to work weekday afternoons during 

the school year. Please speak to a pastor if you are interested. 

 

FINANCE AND TUITION MANAGER 
West Lutheran High School would like to hire someone for 10 hours per week to handle 

deposits and record keeping using QuickBooks. Contact the school office at  

(763) 509-9378 if you are interested. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497.  
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Calendar 
Monday 6:00 pm Church Picnic and Concert 

 6:30 pm Worship Service 

Tuesday 7:00 pm Annual Voters’ Meeting 

 7:00 pm Ladies’ Bible Study 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Communion Service 

 10:45 am Communion Service 

 

 

Preacher and Liturgist .............................................................................. Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ............... Emily Bredeson 

Offertory .................... Katherine Guillaume 

 

Counters Today ........................................................... Dave & Jennifer Stavig, Derick Primus 

 Counters Next Sunday ..................................... Lori Helmen, Jim & Barb Cummings 

Usher Captains Today .................................................................. Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ..............................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Video Team Today ................................................................................................ Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Next Sunday  .....................................................................................       

July Altar Guild ................................................................. Patty McDowell, Carolyn Kopacek 

 

Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are given by the Labitzky family to honor Harrison’s Baptism. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 312 worshiped on Sunday and 31 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $ 16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $16,869 

Received Last Week: $15,515 Received Year to Date: $15,515 


