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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost show us that everything in the world is 

meaningless without Jesus Christ. But with Christ, God’s gifts in the world are to be gratefully 

received and enjoyed. The purpose of this life is to spread around both God’s spiritual and 

material gifts. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest | #10: v. 1, 5–7 

BAPTISM (10:00 AM) 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true 

obedience to your Word; to the end—that by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our 

sins. To all who believe on his name he gives the power to become the children of 

God, and has promised them his Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray for wisdom in regard to wealth: Thank you, loving Father, for giving us 

so many good things. Keep us from hoarding earthly riches for ourselves and 

neglecting the needs of others. Make us truly rich in knowing and following your 

Son. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 3:1–11 

Instead of focusing on this world, St. Paul encourages us to set our minds on things above and to 

live already now like we are going to live later in the new creation. 

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on 

earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, 

who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
5So put to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, 

evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6It is because of these things that the wrath of 

God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7You too once walked in these things, when 

you were living in them.  
8But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, 

and filthy language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to each other since you have put off 

the old self with its practices, 10and put on the new self, which is continually being 

renewed in knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or 

Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ 

is all and is in all. 

GOSPEL READING Luke 12:13–21 

Jesus illustrates the foolishness of forgetting this world and everything in it is temporary. Instead 

of half an inheritance on earth, Jesus offers us a whole inheritance in heaven. 

13Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or 

an arbitrator over you?”  
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15Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a 

man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.”  
16He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17He 

was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my 

crops?’ 18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you 

have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’  
20“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. 

Now who will get what you have prepared?’  
21“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.” 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN What Is the World to Me | #446: v. 1–4, 8 

SERMON Chasing the Wind | Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14, 2:18–26 

The Teacher declares that everyone looking for lasting peace and happiness in earthly things will 

be disappointed. 

2“Nothing but vapor,” Ecclesiastes said. “Totally vapor. Everything is just vapor that 

vanishes.” 
12I, Ecclesiastes, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my heart to seek 

out and explore with wisdom everything done under the sky. (What a burdensome 

task God has given the children of Adam to keep them busy!) 14I have seen all the actions 

done under the sun, and, look, it is all nothing but vapor. It is all chasing the wind. 
2:18I also hated all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard under the 

sun, since I must leave it all to the man who comes after me. 19And who knows—will he 

be wise, or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the results of my hard work, for 

which I worked so hard and so wisely, under the sun. This too is vapor that vanishes. 
20So I changed my course, and my heart began to despair over all my hard work at 

which I worked so hard under the sun. 21Sure, there may be a man who has worked 

hard—wisely, aptly, and skillfully. But he must hand over whatever he accumulated by 

all his hard work to a man who has not worked hard for it. This too is vapor. It’s so 

unfair! 22For what does a man gain through all his hard work, through all the turmoil in 

his heart as he works so hard under the sun? 
23Bah! Pain fills his days. His occupation is frustration. Even at night his heart does 

not rest. This too is vapor. 
24There is nothing better for a man than to eat and to drink and to find joy in his 

work. This too, I saw, is from God’s hand. 25For who can eat or enjoy himself apart from 

him? 26Yes, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and happiness to the man whom he 

considers good, but to the person who goes on sinning God gives the task of gathering 

and collecting, but only so that he can give it all to a person whom God considers good. 

This too is vapor, nothing but chasing wind. 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 
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Service of the Sacrament 
P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it 

is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my 

body, which is given for you; this is my blood, which is shed for you for the 

remission of sins,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body and 

blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the remission of sins,” we 

believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to assure us of the forgiveness 

of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says, “Take, eat; 

drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the 

whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may 

God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: 🎵 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
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CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

P: 🎵 Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lamb of God 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table | #313 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325 
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PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have 

refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts; and we ask you of your mercy, to 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: 🎵 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
BAPTISM 
We welcome a new Christian into our family this morning through the waters of holy 

Baptism. Julia Kay Shoop was born on July 27 and is born again this morning. Standing 

at the font with her parents, Andrew and Emily, is Oliver Shoop. 

 

CHRISTIAN FUNERAL OF ALICE RUTZEN 
The Christian funeral service of Alice Rutzen was held Wednesday, July 31 at King of 

Grace. Alice was transferred to the Church Triumphant on July 28. Blessed be her 

memory in our midst. 

 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT GROUP 
RSVP to attend a new marriage support group beginning Friday, August 16. Jamie 

DeLorme will host discussion sparked by the book “Love and Respect.” The group is 

planning to meet every other Friday for 10 sessions from 7:00–8:30. There is room for 

nine couples; please email Jamie at jamieoftheelm@gmail.com if you are interested. 

 

NEAR FOOD SHELF 
King of Grace supports the local NEAR food shelf. At this time of year they are 

particularly in need of school supplies, which can be donated by leaving them on the 

shelf in the hallway at church. 

 

COORDINATOR OF CLIENTS AND VOLUNTEERS 
NEAR Food Shelf would also like to hire a coordinator of clients and volunteers. 

Information is posted on the donation shelf in the hallway. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497.  

mailto:jamieoftheelm@gmail.com
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Calendar 
Today 1:00 pm Wise Penny volunteering 

Monday 6:30 pm Communion Service 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship Service 

 10:00 am Worship Service 

 

 

Preacher ..................... Rev. Ben Wiechmann | Liturgist .................  Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

 

Counters Today .............................................. Nathan & Polly Potratz, Ken & Carol Johnson 

 Counters Next Sunday .............................................. Ann Werner, Jeff & Julia Ripley 

Usher Captains Today .......................................................... Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ......................................... Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

Video Team Today .................................................................................................Gerry Reason 

 Video Team Next Sunday  .....................................................................................       

August Altar Guild ................................................................... Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 

 

Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are given by Arlene Theiste in memory of Harold. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 313 worshiped on Sunday and 28 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $67,476 

Received Last Week: $9,632 Received Year to Date: $59,572 


