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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost remind us that true treasure on earth is faith 

in the promises of God. Believers wait patiently, being sure and certain that God will fulfill his 

remaining promises as he has fulfilled all the promises that have come before. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN Consider How the Birds Above 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to you, O God, not 

only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we 

have often and in many ways offended you, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word, 

and deed, so that you could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all 

eternity. Therefore we come before you with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of 

your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we 

should hate in every way as long as we live. 

P: O merciful God, you still grant us in this hour to be reminded of your fatherly 

goodness. According to the promise of your Word, we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy, and implore you, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your only-

begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 

for our justification: Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit 

increases in our hearts to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray you, O Lord, through your servant to declare to us the 

forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 

offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O 

God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

HYMN Lord, Have Mercy 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Upon this your confession, by the authority of God, I declare to you the gracious 

forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. May he who has begun the good work in you perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray that we live by faith: God, our protector and guide, as we travel on 

through life, teach us to trust in your loving direction, knowing that you will bring 

us safely home to you. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 15:1–6 

Abraham trusted God, which we call ‘faith,’ and God counted him righteous because of his trust. 

1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:  

“Do not be afraid, Abram.  

I am your shield,  

your very great reward.”  
2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless 

and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You 

have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”  
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look 

up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.”  
6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

ANTHEM Song of Simeon 

Public worship from the days of the Jewish synagogue has provided some sort of musical interlude 

between the readings. In the synagogue this was a psalm. In Europe, the cantatas of J. S. Bach 

and other composers were written to be sung at this point in the service. 

GOSPEL READING Luke 12:22–34 

Material possessions can overcome faith—by either having too much or too little. In the Gospel 

reading, Jesus encourages those with too little to trust in God, who provides for their needs. 

22Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and 

the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have 

no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 

birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?26Since you cannot do 

this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  
27“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the 

grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much 

more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you 
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will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, 

and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things 

will be given to you as well.  
32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 

that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN O for a Faith That Will Not Shrink | #364 

SERMON Blessed to Live by Faith | Hebrews 11:1–16 

We are reminded of all the Old Testament believers who trusted God, even though they never saw 

his kingdom come on earth. Like them, we are still looking forward to better things to come. 

1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2This 

is what the ancients were commended for.  
3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  
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4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was 

commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he 

still speaks, even though he is dead.  
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he 

could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was 

commended as one who pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who earnestly seek him.  
7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to 

save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith.  
8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By 

faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 

lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God.  
11By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—

was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 

promise. 12And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 

admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14People who say such things 

show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the 

country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were 

longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  
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thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN Sing Praise to the God of Israel | #46 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank you that of 

your great mercy you have given us your holy and blessed Word, by which you 

gather among us your Christian church. We humbly ask you: grant us your Holy 

Spirit, that we receive your Word with thankful hearts and live according to it, and 

ever increase in Christian faith and hope and love, and at last obtain eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
BAPTISMS 
This morning we welcome three new Christians into our family through the waters of 

holy Baptism. Lucille Christine Thoreson was born on July 8th to Alvin and Rebecca. 

Standing at the font with her parents are Joe Ringen, Nadiya Borshch, Chelsey Findley, 

and Joe & Angie Berg. 

 

Gabriel Luciano Potratz was born on July 5th. Standing at the font with his parents 

Nathan and Polly are Haley Clark, Chris Hathaway, Micaiah Wagner, and Amy Walz. 

 

We also welcome Blair Catherine Gallant to our family through a private Baptism. Blair 

was born on July 18th to DJ and Katie. 

 

CHOIR 
Senior Choir begins rehearsals on Thursday night, August 22 at 7:00 pm. New members 

are welcome; no advance notice is needed. 

 

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT 
Cross of Christ Lutheran Preschool in Coon Rapids is currently looking for a preschool 

assistant for the 2019-2020 school year. This position would involve 30+ hours while 

school is in session. If you are interested or would like to know more about the position, 

please email Miss Nicci Roper at nicciroper@crossofchrist.us or call the school at 763-

786-0637.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact Wanda Warnke with prayer requests at (612) 529-1497. 

  

mailto:nicciroper@crossofchrist.us
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Calendar 
Monday 6:30 pm Worship Service 

 6:30 pm Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm School Board 

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Friday 7:00 pm Marriage Enrichment Group 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship Service 

 10:00 am Worship Service 

 

 

Preacher ............................... Rev. Erv Ekhoff | Liturgist .................  Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

Quartet .............................................................. Paul, Peggy, Matthew, & Andrea Thomforde 

 

Counters Today ....................................................................... Ann Werner, Jeff & Julia Ripley 

 Counters Next Sunday ...............................John & Cindy Costello, Leah Wandersee 

Usher Captains Today .................................................................. Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ..............................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Video Team Today ..................................................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ...................................................................... Jason Luxford 

August Altar Guild ................................................................... Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 

 

Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are given in honor of Lucy’s baptism by her big brother, Steven. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 335 worshiped on Sunday and 31 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $84,345 

Received Last Week: $21,177 Received Year to Date: $80,749 


