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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
God fulfilled his promise to return his people to Jerusalem after years in exile. Zerubbabel led a 

group of Israelite refugees back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. But God’s glorious presence 

did not descend to fill that temple, as it had before. Instead, God’s presence lives in the body of 

Jesus, and in you today. Watch for “temple” language in today’s hymns. 

HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty | #29 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: O almighty God, merciful Father: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray you—of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ—to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that 

you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you 

desire forgiveness in his name? 

C: I do. 

P: Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the 

place and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you! 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: O God, you have always been faithful to your promises, having sent 

your Son Jesus to redeem us. Send us also your Holy Spirit to keep our faith strong 

until the fulfillment of your last promise: to bring us home to you. We ask this 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezra 1–6; Haggai 1 

1:1In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a 

proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing:  
2“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at 

Jerusalem in Judah. 3Anyone of his people among you—may his God be with him, and 

let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, 

the God who is in Jerusalem. 4And the people of any place where survivors may now be 

living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with 

freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’”  
5Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—

everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the 

LORD in Jerusalem. . . . 

Nearly 50,000 people returned to Judah under the leadership of Zerubbabel. 

3:1When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the 

people assembled as one man in Jerusalem. 2Then Jeshua son of Jozadak and his fellow 

priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates began to build the altar of the 

God of Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in the 

Law of Moses the man of God. . . . 

In the second year after their arrival they began building the house of the Lord. 

3:10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in 

their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, 

took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 11With praise 

and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:  

“He is good; his love to Israel endures forever.”  

And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation 

of the house of the LORD was laid. 12But many of the older priests and Levites and family 

heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of 

this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13No one could distinguish the 

sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much 

noise. And the sound was heard far away.  
4:1When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a 

temple for the LORD, the God of Israel, 2they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the 
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families and said, “Let us help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have 

been sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us 

here.”  
3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, 

“You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the 

LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us.”  
4Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make 

them afraid to go on building.5They hired counselors to work against them and frustrate 

their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of 

Darius king of Persia. . . . 4:24Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a 

standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 
Haggai 1:3Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4“Is it a time for 

you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”  
5Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 

6You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You 

drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, 

only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”  
7This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8Go up 

into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take 

pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD.  

Then Zerubbabel and the whole remnant of people obeyed the voice of the Lord God and began 

to work on the house of the Lord Almighty. 

Ezra 6:15The temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar, in the sixth 

year of the reign of King Darius. 16Then the people of Israel—the priests, the Levites and 

the rest of the exiles—celebrated the dedication of the house of God with joy. . . . 
19On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated the Passover. . . . 

22For seven days they celebrated with joy the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because the 

LORD had filled them with joy by changing the attitude of the king of Assyria, so that he 

assisted them in the work on the house of God, the God of Israel. 
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HYMN I Pray Thee, Dear Lord Jesus | #178 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN Holy Ghost, with Light Divine | #402 

SERMON A Change of Heart 

God changed the heart of the kings of Persia, but what about the hearts of the Israelites? What 

about our hearts? We are made the true children of Israel through faith in Jesus of Nazareth. 
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HYMN Create in Me 

 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

Service of the Sacrament 
In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us his real body and blood together with the bread and wine as a 

means of delivering the forgiveness of sins to us. In this meal, we are closely joined in one body 

with both Jesus and with those beside us. 

P: Let us pray: It is truly, good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with 

your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we praise and magnify 

your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 
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HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Built on the Rock | #211 

HYMN Let Your Servant Depart in Peace 



 

 

Page 10 

 

PRAYER 

P: Let us pray: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through these valuable gifts, and we ask you that because of your mercy you would 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you and in sincere love toward one 

another. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
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Calendar 
Monday 6:30 pm Communion Service 

 7:00 pm Membership Committee meeting 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Board of Youth 

Thursday 7:00 pm Senior Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship Service 

 10:00 am Worship Service 

 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ....................  Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ............... Emily Bredeson 

 

Counters Today ........................................................John & Cindy Costello, Leah Wandersee 

 Counters Next Sunday .................................................. Tim Bechtold, Kim Studanski 

Usher Captains Today .......................................................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday .................................. John Vomhof, John Woodington 

Video Team Today ................................................................................................ Jason Luxford 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ........................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

August Altar Guild ................................................................... Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 

 

Altar Flowers 

Flowers are given by Chuck and Phyllis Thomforde in honor of their 60th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 406 worshiped on Sunday and 27 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $101,214 

Received Last Week: $10,499 Received Year to Date: $91,248 
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