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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
Ezra, an expert in the law, tried to ensure the nation’s favor with God through their obedience to 

the law. But that can never work. Instead, God has shown us a way to be made right with him 

without keeping the requirements of the Old Covenant, as Moses and the Prophets had promised. 

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. 

HYMN The Law Commands and Makes Us Know | #489 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us. Have 

mercy upon us and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true 

obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given his only-

begotten Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe 

on his name he gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them 

his Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: O God, you gave the law to help us understand our need for your Son, 

our Savior. Because of his work, you have punished us far less than our sins 

deserved. Send us your Holy Spirit, that we may truly love you and love our 

neighbors. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezra 7–10 

7:1After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, 6Ezra came up 

from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the LORD, the 

God of Israel, had given. 

The king had granted him everything he asked and gave him this letter: 

13“Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and 

Levites, who wish to go to Jerusalem with you, may go. 15Moreover, you are to take with 

you the silver and gold that the king and his advisers have freely given to the God of 

Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16together with all the silver and gold you may 

obtain from the province of Babylon, as well as the freewill offerings of the people and 

priests for the temple of their God in Jerusalem. 25And you, Ezra, in accordance with the 

wisdom of your God, which you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer 

justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws of your God. And 

you are to teach any who do not know them.” 
8:21There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves 

before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our 

possessions. 31On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava Canal to 

go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us from enemies and 

bandits along the way. 32So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days. 35Then 

the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of 

Israel. 
9:1After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, “The people of 

Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the 

neighboring peoples. 2They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves 

and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the 

leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.”  
3When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard 

and sat down appalled until the evening sacrifice. 5Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose 

from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my 

hands spread out to the LORD my God 6and prayed:  

“O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God, 

because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens. 
10And now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the 

commands 11you gave through your servants the prophets. 13What has happened to us is 

a result of our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us 
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less than our sins have deserved and have given us a remnant like this. 14Shall we again 

break your commands and intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable 

practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant 

or survivor? 15O LORD, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a 

remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not one of us can 

stand in your presence.” 
10:2Then Shecaniah said to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying 

foreign women from the peoples around us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for 

Israel. 3Now let us make a covenant before our God to send away all these women and 

their children, in accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the 

commands of our God. Let it be done according to the Law. 4Rise up; this matter is in 

your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it.”  
5So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to 

do what had been suggested. And they took the oath. 7A proclamation was then issued 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem for all the exiles to assemble in Jerusalem. 8Anyone 

who failed to appear within three days would forfeit all his property, in accordance with 

the decision of the officials and elders, and would himself be expelled from the assembly 

of the exiles.  
9Within the three days, all the men of Judah and Benjamin had gathered in 

Jerusalem. And on the twentieth day of the ninth month, all the people were sitting in 

the square before the house of God, greatly distressed by the occasion and because of the 

rain. 10Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have been unfaithful; you 

have married foreign women, adding to Israel’s guilt. 11Now make confession to the 

LORD, the God of your fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples 

around you and from your foreign wives.”  
12The whole assembly responded with a loud voice: “You are right! We must do as 

you say.” 16So the exiles did as was proposed. 

ANTHEM Come, Sing a Joyful Song 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN Holy Ghost, with Light Divine | #402 

SERMON This Isn’t the Happy Ending You’re Looking For 

Jesus summarized the law like this: Love God and Love your neighbor. The people failed at the 

first and Ezra led them in failure to the second. Two wrongs don’t make a right. Only Jesus can 

make it right. 

HYMN Create in Me 
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OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

INSTALLATION OF TEACHERS (10:00 AM) 

HYMN Salvation Unto Us Is Come | #227: v.1–2, 5–7 
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PRAYER 

P: We ask you, almighty God, that you give your church your Holy Spirit and the 

wisdom which comes down from above, that your Word may not be restrained, but 

have free course and be preached to the joy and learning of Christ’s holy people, that 

in steadfast faith we may serve you and in the confession of your name live until the 

end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

  



 

 

Page 10 

Announcements 
Send announcements to bulletin@kog-els.org. 

BAPTISM 
Connie Wolff, age 81, was baptized last Monday. Her husband Vernon and sister-in-law 

Marlene Lorentz were present. The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved! 

 

TEACHER INSTALLATION 
This morning Kari Strausser, Katie Roeber, and Lauren Farquhar are installed as 

teachers at King of Grace Lutheran School. 

 

CALL RECEIVED 
Pastor Wiechmann has received a call to be the pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 

Frankenmuth, Michigan. He welcomes your feedback as he considers where to serve 

God’s kingdom. 

 

RALLY SUNDAY 
Join us for worship at a single 10:00 am service on Sept 8th (no 8:15 service that day), 

followed by a congregation-wide party, including a chicken potluck dinner and an 

afternoon of fun and games. 

 

Volunteer to help make the party a success. Sign up in person after church today or 

online at kingofgracelutheran.com/events/rally-sunday. 

 

35TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Join King of Grace golfers on Sept 7th at 8:30 am at Pheasant Acres Golf Club. For more 

details, contact Chuck Thomforde at (763) 545-0309 or pcthomforde@comcast.net. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sonja Luxford has agreed to serve King of Grace as our administrative assistant for 

pastors and staff. Welcome! 

 

CHOIR 
Senior Choir rehearsals have begun on Thursday nights at 7:00 pm. New members are 

welcome; no advance notice is needed.  

mailto:bulletin@kog-els.org
mailto:pcthomforde@comcast.net
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Calendar 
Monday 6:30 pm Worship Service 

 6:30 pm Back-to-School Ice Cream Social 

Tuesday 8:30 am School Opening Chapel Service 

 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday 7:00 pm Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Friday 8:20 am School Chapel Service 

 7:00 pm Marriage Enrichment Group 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Communion Service 

 10:00 am Communion Service 

 1:00 pm Wise Penny Volunteering 

 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ..............................  Rev. Erv Ekhoff 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) .............. Lynn Handberg 

Singers ......Abby & Clara Marozick, Heather & Maddy Olmanson, Katie & Emme Roeber 

 

Counters Today ........................................................................... Tim Bechtold, Kim Studanski 

 Counters Next Sunday ............................. Brian & Jennifer Pederson, Claire Joubert 

Usher Captains Today ........................................................... John Vomhof, John Woodington 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ................................. Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

Video Team Today ..................................................................................................... Ben Oppitz 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ................................................................... Kirk Guillaume 

August Altar Guild ................................................................... Alice Ringen, Barb Cummings 

 

Attendance Last Week: 289 worshiped on Sunday and 28 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $118,083 

Received Last Week: $16,583 Received Year to Date: $107,831 
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