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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

Service of the Word 
Nehemiah finally recognized the truth about the human condition and gave up on trying to force 

people to follow the law. Instead, he prayed for mercy, “Remember me with favor, O God.” Be 

assured, dear Christian, Jesus does remember you at every moment. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways | #441 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true 
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obedience to your Word; to the end—that by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our 

sins. To all who believe on his name he gives the power to become the children of 

God, and has promised them his Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: O God, you have remembered your promises and sent your only Son to 

die for us so that you could never again remember our sins. Send us your Holy Spirit 

that we may always remember to live for Jesus and hope for your new creation. We 

ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Nehemiah 1–10 

When Nehemiah heard that the city of Jerusalem was still largely in ruins and that the walls 

were broken down, he mourned for days. Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. 

2:1In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was 

brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his 

presence before; 2so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are 

not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.”  

I was very much afraid, 3but I said to the king, 5“If it pleases the king and if your 

servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my 

fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.”  

The king granted his request and sent army officers and cavalry with him to protect him on 

the way. After arriving in Jerusalem, Nehemiah examined the broken walls and gates of the city. 

He led the people to begin rebuilding. 

2:19But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the 

Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they 

asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?”  
20I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his 

servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any 

claim or historic right to it.” 4:6So we rebuilt the wall until all of it reached half its height, 

for the people worked with all their heart. 
7But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod 

heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being 

closed, they were very angry. 8They all plotted together to come and fight against 

Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9But we prayed to our God and posted a guard 

day and night to meet this threat. 
16From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped 

with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the 

people of Judah 17who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their 

work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18and each of the builders wore his 

sword at his side as he worked. 
6:15So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16When all 

our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-

confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our 

God. 
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7:73When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 8:1all 

the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra 

the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded 

for Israel.  
2So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 
3He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate 

in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the 

people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.  
10:28“The rest of the people—priests, Levites, gatekeepers, singers, temple servants 

and all who separated themselves from the neighboring peoples for the sake of the Law 

of God, together with their wives and all their sons and daughters who are able to 

understand— 29all these now join their brothers the nobles, and bind themselves with a 

curse and an oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of God and 

to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees of the LORD our Lord. 
30“We promise not to give our daughters in marriage to the peoples around us or 

take their daughters for our sons.  
31“When the neighboring peoples bring merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, 

we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on any holy day. 
32“We assume the responsibility for carrying out the commands to give a third of a 

shekel each year for the service of the house of our God.  
34“We—the priests, the Levites and the people—have cast lots to determine when 

each of our families is to bring to the house of our God at set times each year a 

contribution of wood to burn on the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the 

Law.  
35“We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the LORD each year the 

firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree. 36“As it is also written in the Law, we will 

bring the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the 

house of our God, to the priests ministering there.  
37“Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, 

the first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our 

new wine and oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the 

Levites who collect the tithes in all the towns where we work. 

“We will not neglect the house of our God.” 
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HYMN Jerusalem the Golden | #534: v.7 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN Holy Ghost, with Light Divine | #402 

SERMON Remember Me with Favor | Nehemiah 13 

“Remember me” is the most simple cry of faith, without conditions or demands. It comes when 

we recognize we cannot save ourselves and it trusts Jesus to take care of us. 

13:4Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of the 

house of our God. He was closely associated with Tobiah, 5and he had provided him 

with a large room formerly used to store the grain offerings and incense and temple 

articles. 
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6But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year 

of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time later I asked his 

permission 7and came back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil thing Eliashib had 

done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8I was greatly 

displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9I gave orders to 

purify the rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the house of God, with 

the grain offerings and the incense. 
10I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, 

and that all the Levites and singers responsible for the service had gone back to their 

own fields. 11So I rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of God 

neglected?” Then I called them together and stationed them at their posts.  
14Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully 

done for the house of my God and its services.  
15In those days I saw men in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath and 

bringing in grain and loading it on donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all 

other kinds of loads. And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 

Therefore I warned them against selling food on that day. 19When evening shadows fell 

on the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered the doors to be shut and not 

opened until the Sabbath was over. I stationed some of my own men at the gates so that 

no load could be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20Once or twice the merchants and 

sellers of all kinds of goods spent the night outside Jerusalem. 21But I warned them and 

said, “Why do you spend the night by the wall? If you do this again, I will lay hands on 

you.” From that time on they no longer came on the Sabbath.  
22Remember me for this also, O my God, and show mercy to me according to your 

great love.  
23Moreover, in those days I saw men of Judah who had married women from 

Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. 24Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or 

the language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to speak the language 

of Judah. 25I rebuked them and called curses down on them. I beat some of the men and 

pulled out their hair. I made them take an oath in God’s name and said: “You are not to 

give your daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in 

marriage for your sons or for yourselves.” 28One of the sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the 

high priest was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite. And I drove him away from me.  
31I also made provision for contributions of wood at designated times, and for the 

firstfruits.  

Remember me with favor, O my God. 
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OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

Service of the Sacrament 
P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it 

is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my 

body, which is given for you; this is my blood, which is shed for you for the 

remission of sins,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body and 

blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the remission of sins,” we 

believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to assure us of the forgiveness 

of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says, “Take, eat; 

drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the 

whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may 

God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 
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way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Lamb of God, Pure and Holy | #41 

 The World Is Very Evil | #534 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have 

refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts; and we ask you of your mercy, to 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
Send announcements to bulletin@kog-els.org. 

BAPTISM 
We welcome a new Christian into our family this morning through the waters of holy 

Baptism. Cailin Rose Voelker was born on July 28th and is born again this morning. 

Standing at the font with his parents, James and Ashley, are Jason and Marni Walden. 

 

RALLY SUNDAY 
Join us for worship at a single 10:00 am service on Sept 8th (no 8:15 service that day), 

followed by a congregation-wide party, including a chicken potluck dinner and an 

afternoon of fun and games. 

 

Volunteer to help make the party a success. Sign up in person after church today or 

online at kingofgracelutheran.com/events/rally-sunday. 

 

HELPERS NEEDED 
The King’s Littlest Kids group needs babysitters on Thursday mornings from 9:45–11:30. 

Hourly pay is available. Contact Emily Wiechmann at (763) 242-3924 or 

eawichmann@gmail.com. 

 

35TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Join King of Grace golfers on Sept 7 at 8:30 am at Pheasant Acres Golf Club. For more 

details, contact Chuck Thomforde at (763) 545-0309 or pcthomforde@comcast.net. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sonja Luxford has agreed to serve King of Grace as our administrative assistant for 

pastors and staff. Welcome! 

 

SUNDAY MORNING TIME CHANGE 
Service times will be 8:15 and 10:45 starting on 9/15, with three Bible study choices and 

Sunday School in between at 9:30. 
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Calendar 
Today 9:30 am Bible studies 

Monday 6:30 pm Worship Service 

 7:00 pm Board of Elders 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Jesus Cares 

Wednesday  4:00 pm Grades 7 & 8 Confirmation 

Thursday 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship Service 

 9:30 am Bible studies 

 10:45 am Worship Service 

 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ....................  Rev. Ben Wiechmann 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

 

Counters Today ...................................................... Brian & Jennifer Pederson, Claire Joubert 

 Counters Next Sunday ........................Randy & Julie Voelker, Paul & Arlene Fuller 

Usher Captains Today .......................................................... Tom Studanski, Curtis Merchant 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ................................................................. Steve Kopacek 

Video Team Today ............................................................................................. Kirk Guillaume 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ................................................................... Warren Pasbrig 

September Altar Guild ............................................................. Kathy Reason, Anne Bechtold 

 

Attendance Last Week: 340 worshiped on Sunday and 21 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $134,952 

Received Last Week: $11,519 Received Year to Date: $119,350 
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