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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
If being a Christian seems easy, you might be doing it wrong. The readings for the Thirteenth 

Sunday after Pentecost show us Christians are constantly faced with the hard choice to follow 

Jesus or themselves. Following Jesus costs the loss of something we want to keep even more than 

family or money—our old sinful natures and its desires. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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HYMN Come with a Thankful Heart 

 
 

Aaron
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to you, O God, not 

only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we 

have often and in many ways offended you, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word, 

and deed, so that you could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all 

eternity. Therefore we come before you with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of 

your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we 

should hate in every way as long as we live. 

P: O merciful God, you still grant us in this hour to be reminded of your fatherly 

goodness. According to the promise of your Word, we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy, and implore you, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your only-

begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 

for our justification: Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit 

increases in our hearts to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray you, O Lord, through your servant to declare to us the 

forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 

offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O 

God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Upon this your confession, by the authority of God, I declare to you the gracious 

forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. May he who has begun the good work in you perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. Amen. 

HYMN Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: Jesus, our light and life, make us ready to turn away from everything 

else that claims our allegiance, and follow you as our only Savior. For you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

The choice facing the Israelites is clear: They can choose life and good or death and evil. There is 

no middle ground. 

15See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16For I 

command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 

commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God 

will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  
17But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away 

to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18I declare to you this day that you will 

certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 

enter and possess.  
19This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 

life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may 

live 20and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. 

For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give 

to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
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ANTHEM God So Loved You 

This music was purchased in memory of Larry MacDonald. 

1. You hear me, you know me. I am the gentle shepherd. 
 I’ll lead you to safety, I will hold you close to my heart. 
 For God so loved all those on earth, 

That God gave the only Son so that all should live, 
Never die, live forever with me, the Lamb of God. 

 
2. I see you, you’re restless. Be still and know that I am always with you. 
 In my sight, you’re so precious, I have called you by your name. 
 For God so loved all those on earth,  

That God gave the only Son so that all should live, 
Never die, live forever with me, the Lamb of God. 

 
3. You listen, you hear my voice, I gently call, I gently lead you. 

 I long to hold you near me, I love you more than you understand. 
 For God so loved all those on earth,  

That God gave the only Son so that all should live, 
Never die, live forever with me, the Lamb of God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philemon 1–21 

St. Paul asked a man to make a choice—a choice that could only make sense to a follower of Jesus. 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 

our fellow-soldier and to the church that meets in your home:  
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
4I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear about 

your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6I pray that you may be 

active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good 

thing we have in Christ. 7Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because 

you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.  
8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to 

do, 9yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul—an old man and now also a 

prisoner of Christ Jesus—10I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son 
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while I was in chains. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful 

both to you and to me.  
12I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13I would have liked to 

keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains 

for the gospel. 14But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any 

favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 15Perhaps the reason he was separated 

from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good— 16no longer as a 

slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to 

you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.  
17So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he 

has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19I, Paul, am writing this 

with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 
20I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart 

in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even 

more than I ask.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | #308 
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SERMON You Can’t Be My Disciple | Luke 14:25–35 

Following Jesus has its God-given rewards—Christianity is worth it. But also, the choices facing 

Christians are very hard. 

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26“If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers 

and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does 

not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  
28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 

the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and 

is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began 

to build and was not able to finish.’  
31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit 

down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the 

other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you 

who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  
34“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit 

neither for the soil nor for the manure heap; it is thrown out.  

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken | #424 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank you that of 

your great mercy you have given us your holy and blessed Word, by which you 

gather among us your Christian church. We humbly ask you: grant us your Holy 

Spirit, that we receive your Word with thankful hearts and live according to it, and 

ever increase in Christian faith and hope and love, and at last obtain eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
Send announcements to bulletin@kog-els.org. 

SUNDAY MORNING TIME CHANGE 
Service times will be 8:15 and 10:45 starting next Sunday, with three Bible study choices 

and Sunday School in between at 9:30. 

 

Pastor Ekhoff will teach about the Parables of Jesus, Pastor Wiechmann will teach about 

Food in the Bible, and Pastor Ferkenstad will teach about Angels and Demons. 

 

CALL RETURNED 
Pastor Wiechmann has returned his call to serve St. John’s Lutheran Church in 

Frankenmuth, MI. He will continue to minister to the saints here at King of Grace. 

 

HELPERS NEEDED 
The King’s Littlest Kids group needs babysitters on Thursday mornings from 9:45–11:30. 

Hourly pay is available. Contact Emily Wiechmann at (763) 242-3924 or 

eawiechmann@gmail.com. 

 

JESUS CARES MINISTRY 
Our ministry for special needs and disabled adults begins on Tuesday, Sept 17th at 7 pm. 

We gather for an hour of devotion, crafts, and snacks. 

 

FAMILY DAY AT THE PARK 
Come to a social gathering for King of Grace school from 8–10 am on Saturday, Sept 14th 

at Hidden Valley Park on the corner of Boone Ave and 32nd Ave. Even if you don’t have 

kids, get to know some of our school families and enjoy donuts, coffee, and hot dogs. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 342 worshiped on Sunday and 13 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $151,821 

Received Last Week: $21,709 Received Year to Date: $141,059 

  

mailto:bulletin@kog-els.org
mailto:eawiechmann@gmail.com
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Calendar 
Today 11:30 am Rally Sunday Picnic 

Monday 6:30 pm Worship Service 

 6:30 pm Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm School Board 

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesday  4:00 pm Grades 7 & 8 Confirmation 

Thursday 9:45 am King’s Littlest Kids 

 7:00 pm Senior Choir rehearsal 

Friday 8:20 am School Chapel 

 7:00 pm Marriage Enrichment Group 

Saturday 8:00 am Family Day at the Park 

 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

Sunday 8:15 am Communion Service 

 9:30 am Bible studies 

 10:45 am Communion Service 

 

 

Preacher ............................... Rev. Erv Ekhoff | Liturgist .................  Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ................. Jenny Merseth 

Brass ........... Ben Geiselhart, Deb Anderson | Timpani .......................... Phyllis Thomforde 

 

Counters Today .................................................Randy & Julie Voelker, Paul & Arlene Fuller 

 Counters Next Sunday .......................... Gina Thomforde, Collin & Emily Bredeson 

Usher Captains Today .......................................................................................... Steve Kopacek 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ..............................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Video Team Today ............................................................................................. Warren Pasbrig 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ...................................................................... Jason Luxford 

Coffee Setup Next Sunday ............................................................................. King’s Daughters 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday .........................................................Board of Trustees 

September Altar Guild ............................................................. Kathy Reason, Anne Bechtold 

 


