
 

The Righteous Will Live by Faith 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 6, 2019 

 
6000 Duluth Street | 763-546-3131 | www.kingofgracelutheran.com | Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Pastors:  Erwin Ekhoff, Aaron Ferkenstad, & Ben Wiechmann | Principal:  Allen Labitzky 



 

 

Page 2 

KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, there are activity bags for children, and the service is 

streamed live in the Fireside Room down the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
The readings for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost emphasize that faith is the foundation of 

the Christian life. When we struggle to understand God’s plan, the answer is faith. When we 

struggle to endure suffering, the answer is faith. When we struggle in Christian living, the 

answer is faith. Faith is trusting our Lord, rather than ourselves, to know and do what is best. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 

believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN My Hope Is Built | #197 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 

Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true 

obedience to your Word; to the end—that by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our 

sins. To all who believe on his name he gives the power to become the children of 

God, and has promised them his Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen. 

ANTHEM Luther’s Morning Prayer | Senior Choir 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Prayer of the Day is a brief but significant prayer based on the assigned readings for the day. 

Its chief function is to prepare the mind for hearing the Scripture lessons. In this prayer, we come 

to our Lord to ask of him one special, significant blessing. 

P: Let us pray that we faithfully serve God: Faithful God, have mercy on us, your 

unworthy servants, and make our faith stronger, so that we serve you obediently 

throughout our lives. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Timothy 1:1–14 

St. Paul encourages Timothy and us to live by faith in the promises of Jesus when we are 

enduring suffering. 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life 

that is in Christ Jesus,  
2To Timothy, my dear son:  

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
3I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night 

and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see 

you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which 

first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, 

now lives in you also. 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 

which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  
8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But 

join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9who has saved us and 

called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who 

has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
11And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12That is why 

I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, 

and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.  
13What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 

love in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with 

the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

ANTHEM What God Ordains Is Always Good | Senior Choir 
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GOSPEL READING Luke 17:1–10 

The disciples asked for increased faith as the power source for Christian living. But even more 

important than the amount of faith is the exercise of faith. Even the use of a little goes a long way. 

1Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but 

woe to that person through whom they come. 2It would be better for him to be thrown 

into the sea with a millstone tied round his neck than for him to cause one of these little 

ones to sin. 3So watch yourselves.  

“If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4If he sins against 

you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive 

him.”  
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  
6He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.  
7“Suppose one of you had a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Would he 

say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to 

eat’? 8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me 

while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9Would he thank the servant 

because he did what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done everything 

you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our 

duty.’” 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and 
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is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN I Know My Faith Is Founded | #494 

SERMON The Righteous Will Live by Faith | Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:1–4 

Habakkuk calls for increased faith in our daily walk through life that God knows what he’s doing. 

1:1The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received.  
2How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 

“Violence!” but you do not save? 3Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you 

tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict 

abounds. 4Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in 

the righteous, so that justice is perverted.  
2:1I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what 

he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.  
2Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so 

that a herald may run with it. 3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of 

the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and 

will not delay.  
4“See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the righteous will live by his 

faith.” 

OFFERING AND PRAYERS 
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Service of the Sacrament 
We do not receive the elements of the Lord’s Supper as though they were common bread or 

common wine. The consecrated elements are rather the flesh and blood of the incarnate Jesus, 

which suffered for our sins, and which the Father in his goodness raised to life again. It is shared 

by those who agree all the teachings of our congregation are true. 

P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it 

is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my 

body, which is given for you; this is my blood, which is shed for you for the 

remission of sins,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body and 

blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the remission of sins,” we 

believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to assure us of the forgiveness 

of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says, “Take, eat; 

drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the 

whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may 

God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; 
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this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 

“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 

you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lamb of God 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me | #377 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325 
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PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have 

refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts; and we ask you of your mercy, to 

strengthen us through them in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you would 

have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, to keep your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in 

faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
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Announcements 
Send announcements to bulletin@kog-els.org. 

WEST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL FALL CONCERT 
Our high school will host a music concert followed by a dessert social next Sunday, 

10/13 at 3:00 pm. 

 

WOMEN’S MISSION RALLY 
Attend southern Minnesota’s ELS mission rally on Saturday, 10/26 from 9 am–3 pm at 

Peace Lutheran Church in North Mankato. Lunches and a supervised play area for little 

kids are provided. Please RSVP on the bulletin board in the hallway by Sunday, 10/13. 

 

MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 
Register at the desk in the lobby to attend the annual Men of His Word conference in 

Rochester on Saturday, 10/26. Tod Eckberg will collect the registrations and organize a 

carpool. You may find information about the event at www.menofhisword.org. 

 

COFFEE, CROCHET, AND CRAFTS 
Join LaDonna DeLorme for a knitting/crocheting get-together on Saturday mornings at 

8:30 at church. Enjoy some coffee and friendship. 

 

PIONEERS CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE 
Christmas wreaths are available to purchase from the Pioneers between today and 11/3 

at the table in the hallway. Wreaths will arrive the week of Thanksgiving. Contact Lynn 

Marie Terpstra at (612) 532-7671 with questions. 

 

Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are given in honor of Jeff and Julia Ripley’s 25th wedding anniversary. 

 

Attendance Last Week: 399 worshiped on Sunday and 26 worshiped on Monday. 

 

Offerings Last Week: 

Average Needed Per Sunday: $16,869 Average Needed Year to Date: $219,297 

Received Last Week: $14,848 Received Year to Date: $194,719  

mailto:bulletin@kog-els.org
http://www.menofhisword.org/
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Calendar 
Today 9:30 am Bible studies 

 1:00 pm Wise Penny volunteering 

Monday 6:30 pm Communion Service 

Tuesday 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 pm School Board 

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday 9:45 am King’s Littlest Kids 

 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Friday 8:20 am School Chapel Service 

 7:00 pm Marriage Enrichment Group 

Saturday 8:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

 4:00 pm Joe Ringen and Nadiya Borshch wedding 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship Service 

 9:30 am Bible studies 

 10:45 am Worship Service—Kindergarten sings 

 

 

Preacher .................. Rev. Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist ..............................  Rev. Erv Ekhoff 

Organist ................................ Karen Merseth | Pianist (Monday) ............... Emily Bredeson 

Choir Director ...................... Allen Labitzky | Offertory .............................. Tim Guillaume 

 

Counters Today .............................................................. Lori Helmen, Jim & Barb Cummings 

 Counters Next Sunday ........................................ Deb Anderson, Jerry & Beth Hoem 

Usher Captains Today .................................................................. Steve Kopacek, Loren Braun 

 Usher Captains Next Sunday ..............................Bruce Christensen, Brian Pederson 

Video Team Today .................................................................................................Gerry Reason 

 Video Team Next Sunday  ...................................................................... Jason Luxford 

Coffee Clean Up Today ...................................................................... Stewardship Committee 

 Coffee Setup Next Sunday ..................................................................... Altos & Basses 

 Coffee Clean Up Next Sunday ............................................................. Board of Youth 

October Altar Guild................................................................. Linda Browning, Arlene Fuller 
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Notes 


