A Gift for All Nations

The Festival of Epiphany
January 7, 2024



KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you
experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing
assistance system available, and there are activity bags and a cry room for small children
just beside the front door.

Service of Preparation

PRESERVICE MUSIC

Use this time in quiet preparation for the Lord’s Supper, perhaps with the help of page 129 in the
front portion of the hymnary.

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to
hear your holy word. Please open our hearts by your Holy Spirit. Through the
preaching of your word teach us to repent of our sins, to believe in Jesus in life and
death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake.
Amen.

HYMN What Child Is This? | #145

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to you, O God, not
only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we
have often and in many ways offended you, our Lord and Maker, with our thoughts,
words, and actions. You could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all
eternity. Therefore we come before you with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of
your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we
should hate in every way as long as we live.
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P: O merciful God, in this hour you still remind us of your fatherly goodness. On
account of the promises in your word, we flee for refuge toward your infinite mercy.
We implore you, dear Father —on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ, your only-
begotten Son, our Brother, who was handed over to death because of our sins and
was raised to life again for our justification —forgive us all our sins through faith,
which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts to full assurance.

C: We therefore pray you, O Lord, through your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us,

O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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ABSOLUTION

P: Upon this your confession, by the authority of God, I declare to you the gracious
forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. May he who has begun this good work in you carry it on to completion
until the day of Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. Amen.
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HYMN Gloria
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Service of the Word

People in this world worship many things, but are ultimately let down. This Epiphany, like every
season, God leads people who were once far off to find and worship their King. That’s good news
for people who don’t know where to look for gifts that really matter.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Letus pray that people of all nations come to faith in Christ: Eternal God, you led the
wise men by the shining of a star to adore your Son. Guide the nations by his light,
so that the whole world sees your glory. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 11:13-15, 28-32

The magi who saw the star were just the beginning. Anyone formerly disobedient may receive
God'’s mercy.

3] am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take
pride in my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy
and save some of them. *For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what
will their acceptance be but life from the dead? . ..

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, # for God’s gifts and
his call are irrevocable. ¥ Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now
received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 3! so they too have now become
disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to
you. 2 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on
them all.
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12

The magi didn’t come to study Jesus or see what he could do for them —they came to worship.
These unlikely foreigners were the first gentiles to become Christian.

! After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king
of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. * When
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked
them where the Messiah was to be born. > “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this
is what the prophet has written:

¢“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.”

’Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared. ® He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

° After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. ' On coming to the house, they saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HymN As with Gladness Men of Old | #168
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SERMON Numbers 24:15-17

Balaam was an Old Testament magi hired by a disturbed king to curse a rival to his throne.
Instead, Balaam saw a star rising from Israel who would take the throne.

1> Then he spoke his message:
“The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor, the prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly,
16 the prophecy of one who hears the words of God, who has knowledge from the Most
High, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are
opened:
17 “T see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of
Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the
skulls of all the people of Sheth.
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HymN Angels from the Realms of Glory | #114
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Service of Thanksgiving

STATEMENT OF FAITH
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C: Ibelieve in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

The teaching and evangelism work of King of Grace is supported entirely by
donation. You can support this work by giving a gift in the offering plate or at
www.kingofgracelutheran.com/give.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Service of the Sacrament

The members of King of Grace invite members of other ELS or WELS congregations to commune
with us. We ask everyone else to please visit with our pastors before our next communion service.

P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that we may receive this holy sacrament worthily, it
is good that we consider what we believe. From the words of Christ: “This is my
body; this is my blood,” we believe that Jesus Christ is himself present with his body
and blood, as the words declare. From Christ’s words “For the forgiveness of sins,”
we believe that Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood to actually deliver to us the
forgiveness of all of our sins. And finally, we do as Christ commands when he says,
“Take, eat; drink of it, all of you,” and “Do this in remembrance of me.”

We also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for so great a gift, and then love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the
whole Christian church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end, may
God the Father grant us his grace; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: J] Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
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CONSECRATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RECEPTION

P: JJ Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same
way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying:
“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for
you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

DISTRIBUTION HYMN How Lovely Shines the Morning Star | #167
THANKSGIVING HYMN O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | #325
PRAYER

P: Letus give thanks and pray: We thank you, Lord God Almighty, that you have
refreshed us with these your life-giving gifts. We ask you—out of your mercy —to
strengthen us through them in faith toward you and in eager love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P: J] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you want us
to believe and to do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, on the basis of Jesus’
work, to keep your word in pure hearts, so that by that means we may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
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Meditate on how Psalm 72 relates to today’s theme at home throughout this week.

Preacher.......................... Pastor Bernt Tweit | Liturgist............... Pastor Aaron Ferkenstad
Organist (Sunday)............... Karen Merseth | Flute.......cccccccceiiniiiinnnne. Ann Werner
Pianist (Monday)................. Jenny Merseth

King of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
6000 Duluth Street | 763-546-3131 | www kingofgracelutheran.com

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Pastors Aaron Ferkenstad & Bernt Tweit | Principal Allen Labitzky
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