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KING OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH | Golden Valley, Minnesota 

Welcome to God’s divine service among his saints in his house this morning. If you 

experience any kind of barrier to worship, please speak with an usher. There is a hearing 

assistance system available, and there are activity bags and a cry room for small children 

just beside the front door. 

Service of Preparation 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

Use this time in quiet preparation for worship by looking ahead at today’s Bible readings and 

hymn texts, and in prayer. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence to 

hear your holy word. Please open our hearts by your Holy Spirit. Through the 

preaching of your word teach us to repent of our sins, to believe in Jesus in life and 

death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 

HYMN Beautiful Savior | #54 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to you both that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and also that we have each sinned against you in our thoughts, words, and 

actions. Therefore we flee for refuge toward your infinite mercy, pleading for your 

grace on the basis of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 

mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins. And by your 

Holy Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of you and of your will, and true 

obedience to your word; to the end that—by your grace—we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN Kyrie 

 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts to God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 

us. He has given his only-begotten Son to die for us, and on the basis of Jesus’ work 

forgives us all our sins. To all who believe in his name he gives the power to become 

the children of God, and has promised them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. Amen. 
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HYMN Gloria 
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Service of the Word 

The Epiphany season of the church year that closes today has been describing to us the identity of 

the Child who was born at Bethlehem, and the transfiguration is the greatest of these revelations 

of Jesus as the true Son of God—an identity that he now shares with us as children of God. That’s 

good news for people who need assurance that God’s glory really is shining in their life. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray to see Christ’s glory again: Lord God, heavenly Father, you glorified 

your Son from the heavens. Give us faith to perceive his glory and willingly follow 

him. Bring us, through his suffering and death, to the glory of the resurrection. We 

ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 2:1–12 

Elisha witnessed God’s glory in the storm and his army and received the Spirit that had been at 

work in Elijah. 

1 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has 

sent me to Bethel.”  

But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So 

they went down to Bethel.  
3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you 

know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”  

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”  
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”  

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” 

So they went to Jericho.  
5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you 

know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”  

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”  
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”  
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And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” 

So the two of them walked on.  
7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing 

the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, 

rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, 

and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.  
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before 

I am taken from you?”  

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.  
10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken 

from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”  
11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 

whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and 

horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 

On Mount Sinai, Moses saw the glory of God. We too see the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of 

this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 

gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach 

is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 

to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN With Trembling Awe the Chosen Three | #225 
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SERMON Mark 9:1–10 

Three disciples caught a glimpse of the intersection between humanity and divinity. This is the 

glory we will share with Jesus when we also see him face-to-face in the new creation. 

1 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste 

death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”  
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 

mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His 

clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 
4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  

5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three 

shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to 

say, they were so frightened.)  
7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This 

is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”  
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except 

Jesus.  
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell 

anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept 

the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant. 

 

The law: What is a trouble human beings face on the topic of the kingdom of power? 

 

 

The gospel: What is the good news for God’s people on that topic? 

 

 

The new life: What should you believe/think/feel/do as a result of that good news? 

 

 

HYMN I’m But a Stranger Here | #474  
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Service of Thanksgiving 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

OFFERING 

The teaching and evangelism work of King of Grace is supported entirely by 

donation. You can support this work by giving a gift in the offering plate or at 

www.kingofgracelutheran.com/give. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN For All the Saints | #554: v. 1–3, 7–8 

PRAYER 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank you, Almighty God, that you have built your 

church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief Cornerstone. Grant that we may be joined together in unity of spirit by their 

doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you. We pray through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

HYMN On My Heart Imprint Thine Image | #593 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you have taught us what you want us 

to believe and to do. Help us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, on the basis of Jesus’ 

work, to keep your word in pure hearts, so that by that means we may be 

strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 

Meditate on how Psalm 2 relates to today’s theme at home throughout this week. 
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Preacher ............... Pastor Aaron Ferkenstad | Liturgist .......................... Pastor Bernt Tweit 
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